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Open meeting law complied with.  Quorum verified. 
 
Call to order: 
The Building Design Committee meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M. at the Vilas 
County Courthouse conference rooms by Chairman Sig Hjemvick with the following 
committee members present: Emil Bakka, Ron De Bruyne, Bob Egan, and Kathleen 
Rushlow.  Other persons present at various times during this meeting: Eagle River City 
Administrator Joe Laux, Ken Anderson and David Alleman. 
 
Approve agenda to be discussed in any order by the Chair: 
Motion by K. Rushlow, 2nd by E. Bakka to approve the agenda with the agenda order 
at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried. 
 
Courthouse addition project needs and benefits – public awareness and input: 
S. Hjemvick began the discussion by citing three issues common to any proposed building 
plans on the part of the County: 
 a. Replacement of any outmoded buildings will cause the incurrence of demolition 
costs. 
 b. Public access and ADA requirements will always be an issue with regards to existing 
and future County buildings. 
 c. The Courthouse and Justice Center HVAC system will need replacing whether or not 
the currently proposed Courthouse addition is approved.   
E. Bakka was concerned about the reasons for cancelling the proposed special County 
Board meeting.  B. Egan felt that the reason that a special meeting was initially 
recommended was for purposes of allowing for County Board members to tour the affected 
area of the Courthouse, and to also provide for the exclusive discussion of the proposed 
project.  He also feels that the financial focus is on the current negative economic 
conditions, and not on the positive fact that the current economic conditions have also 
reduced construction and financing costs.  He is recommending that the County take steps 
to get the public fully involved in this proposed project, and suggests that 2 or 3 open 
houses be held to allow the public to view the need for the proposed addition themselves.  
K. Rushlow agrees that the County Board and the public have not been made sufficiently 
aware of the need for the addition.  B. Egan also stated that City of Eagle River concerns 
needed to be fully addressed.  S. Hjemvick felt that recent news articles only focused upon 
the estimated 10 million dollar price tag, and not on the probability that costs actually may 
be much less.   
 
City of Eagle River issues – City Administrator: 
J. Laux presented the City’s perspective regarding the proposed addition.  The City is 
concerned about the County Board establishing a site plan without City input.  He cited 
some City concerns that could be the cause for possible future building and site design 
changes: 
 a.  Site ingress and egress. 
 b.  On and off site parking and traffic issues. 
 c.  Storm water runoff issues. 
 d.  Sanitary sewer and water line issues. 
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 e.  Electrical load requirements. 
 f.   Neighborhood  compatibility and green space issues. 
 g.  Facility screening. 
 h.  Campus lighting. 
 i.   Airport height requirements. 
J. Laux then offered to be the primary contact regarding City of Eagle River concerns.  He 
also stated that all of the above concerns would be part of an eventual rezoning to a 
Government Facility zoning district.  S. Hjemvick felt that future Building Design 
Committee meetings regarding the Courthouse addition should include Joe Laux, interested 
City Council members, the architectural firm Potter Lawson and their civil engineer.         
B. Egan suggested that the first meetings should involve only the architects and engineers.  
K. Rushlow felt that on site green space / parkland could be developed as part of any storm 
water retention plan.  She also asked J. Laux to create a list of specific site concerns for 
Potter Lawson architects, and suggested that Potter Lawson and The Samuels Group 
representatives meet with the City prior to the next committee meeting.  B. Egan suggested 
that a committee member be part of any meetings between the architects and engineers and 
the City of Eagle River. 
 
Letters and Communications:  
Nothing presented. 
 
Set next meeting date and time:  
The next regular meeting was set for Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at 9:00 AM.   
 
Adjournment: 
Motion by B. Egan, 2nd by K. Rushlow to adjourn. All voted aye. Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:28 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  
David R. Alleman 
Vilas County Clerk. 


