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COMMISSION ON AGING MEETING                                           May 8, 2012 
 

Chairman Teichmiller called to order the regular meeting of the Commission on Aging Committee 
at 11:01 am, on May 8, 2012, at the Vilas County Courthouse, Conference Room 2, Eagle River, 
Wisconsin. 
 
Present:  Teichmiller, Main, Nielsen, Proven, Haws, Hayes, Jensen, and Wise.  Staffs present were 
Richmond and Rein. Members Excused were Hansen and Montgomery.  Also present were Verdelle 
Mauthe, Fred Radtke and Joe VanDeLaarschatt from The Lakeland Times. 
 
Approve Agenda: Agenda has been properly posted. Nielsen moved Hayes seconded to approve 
the Agenda as mailed. 
 
Approve Minutes:  There was a motion to approve the Minutes of the Regular Commission 
Meeting of April 13, 2012, by Main with a second by Radtke.  Carried.    
 
Agenda Item #4 Report of the Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources: 

- Teichmiller gave back ground information about the Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging 
Resources (GWAAR). 

- GWARR manages $40-$45 million in Federal and State funds and grants.  The agency 
distributes the funds to 70 counties and Tribes in Wisconsin.   

- Also, the GWAAR office is now housing the legal services for the Benefit Specialists.    
- Teichmiller commented on the Leadership Academy through GWAAR which Fortmann had 

been attending for the last 12 weeks.   
- The next GWAAR meeting is scheduled for June 29, 2012  

 
Agenda Item #5 Program and Committee Reports 
Directors Report:  
 Richmond passed on thanks from Fortmann for being able to attend the Leadership 

Academy.  Also, Richmond spoke about the staff coming together with the upcoming move, 
nutrition site move, and the staff transition.    

 A list of meeting dates and times for 2012 are enclosed in the packet.  Richmond is hoping 
that the June meeting will be held in the new building. 

 Discussion held on the relocation from the Courthouse to 521 E. Wall Street.  Richmond 
reported that the moving date is May 23rd.  We will have phone service while we are 
moving.  The office will be up and running on the 24th at 8 am.  Richmond will be planning 
an open house in the future.   

 Aging and Disability Recourse Center (ADRC) office will also be housed in the new 
location with the COA.  Julie Livingston has been hired as the ADRC Specialist and she will 
be starting on May 9th.  The second person was not able to be hired because a waiver was 
not approved.   

 A United Way grant for $950 was applied for.  These funds would be used for the full page 
news ads.   

 Aging Conference will be held on September 20th and 21st in Wisconsin Dells 
 Various pieces of info distributed (if interested, please put name on top of it and a copy will 

be sent)  
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Friendly Visitors/Family Caregiver Support:    
Rein reported: 

a. Friendly Visitors, 2 visitors visited 2 persons, 7.25 hours and 30 miles driven. 
b. Rein and Kapke are holding a Stepping On Workshop with 7 participants.  Rein 

thanked the committee for having Kapke attend the Stepping On Facilitator training. 
c. 10 families received info on In Home Support and Resource Guides.   
 

Chore:  
Kapke reported: 

1. Chore Program is an eligibility program where clients get assistance with light housekeeping 
8 hours a month.  The workers are reimbursed $10 an hour.  In the fall, Kapke will be 
contacting the churches and schools to see if there are volunteers for fall yard work.   

2. Eleven households received reimbursement for 84 hours.  Total reimbursement for the 
month of April was $1,509.50.  Balance of program is $19,319.04. 

Alzheimer’s:  
1. Alzheimer’s Support Funds are used to help keep people with Alzheimer’s or a dementia 

diagnosis in their home.  Kapke works close with the Alzheimer’s Association.   
2.  Budget balance $9,009.78.  Families are overwhelmed and do not always turn in their 

vouchers monthly.   
 
Escort: 

1. Twenty five clients driven more than 3928.5 = $2,693.81 cost. 
2. Volunteers donated 197.25 hours of service 
3. Cash donations = $393.91, year to date total is $2,025.87. 
4. Richmond discussed the Escort Program and how it is a very popular program.  Volunteers 

are reimbursed $.555 a mile.  The volunteers will pick the clients up for doctor’s 
appointments, to take them shopping, or run errands.  A majority of the rides are to 
Rhinelander or Minocqua for doctor’s appointments.    

 
Nutrition: 

1. 1113 meals served in March. 
2. Cost = $10475.18. 
3. Donations = $2,889.56, Year to date totaled $16,425.23. 
4. Richmond reported that she was working hard on getting the names off the waiting list.  

Richmond will also be looking to see if there are funds to increase the meal site another day 
a week.   

5. Richmond reported that a flyer went out about the new nutrition site opening June 1, 2012. 
The new site is at the American Legion building.   

6. Richmond will be speaking with the American Legion Group on May 7, 2012 about the 
Nutrition Program.   

7. Pam VanKampen from GWAAR would like to use the Eagle River Meal Site as a pilot 
program.   

8. WAND 40th Anniversary conference will be held in May and Richmond talked about the 
history.   

 
Elderly Benefit Specialist: 
Gengle reported: 

1. 46 individuals served with 81 separate and distinct issues. 
2. 7 attendees at the Insurance Puzzle Workshop 
3. April’s impact was $124,260.95, with a year to date of $770,154.86. 
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4. Richmond reported that Vilas County is lucky to have two very knowledgeable benefit 
specialists. 

 
 ADRC: 

1. The ADRC is not a local office but a regional office.  The offices will be opening with in the 
month in Oneida, Taylor, and Vilas Counties.  It is hopeful that the Tribal offices will also 
be opening soon.   

2. Staff has been hired, three people for Oneida County, two people for Taylor, one for Vilas, 
and one for Lac du Flambeau Tribe.   

3. The Disability Benefit Specialists were hired and they will be traveling throughout the 
region.   

 
Agenda Item #6 Old Business 
Monthly Expense Report  

1. Total monthly expenditure = $27,273.54. 
2. Year to date = $111,862.27 approximately 20% of the total budget. 
3. There was a motion to approve monthly expense report by Proven with a second by Haws. 

Carried 
  

Agenda Item #7 New Business 
Travel Requests 
-Travel Request sheet was distributed.   
 -Motion to approve the travel request sheet by Nielsen with a second by Hayes.  Carried. 
 
Approve Annual Report 
There was a motion to approve the Annual Report and send on to the full County Board.  Motion 
made by Nielsen with a second by Main.  Carried 
 
Approve Add On Items for Relocation 

1. Sliding panel for conference room with the cost being split 42% ADRC and 58% COA 
2. Mini blinds for the windows with the cost being split 42% ADRC and 58% COA 
3. Digital monitor for the conference room.  Grant funding will be used for this.   
Motion to approve the above items made by Nielsen with a second by Hayes.  Carried 

 
Request for Office Equipment: 
Discussion held on Home Delivered Meals bags which need to be replaced at a cost of $1,043.69.  
This will be purchased with nutrition funds.   There was a motion by Nielsen with a second by 
Hayes.  Carried. 
 
Request for keyboard tray and two pencil drawers for employees.  There was a motion by Nielsen 
and a second by Hayes to approve these items.  Carried.   
 
Cleaning Service 
Discussion was held on the cleaning service out of Wausau. This company is also cleaning the 
Public Health Department Office.  The cleaning service will be in the building twice a week for a 
total cost of $50 a week.  There was a motion by Nielsen with a second by Hayes.  Carried 
 
 
Agenda Item #8 Public Comment  
Verdelle Mauthe mentioned that Mary Platner spoke at the Prime Timers meeting about her trip to 
Antarctica.  Fred Radtke gave his Personal Five Life talk.  Upcoming projects- painting at the town 
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golf course and the Car Show and Brat Fry July 21st.  They are planning to attend a show at Tommy 
O’s in Minocqua this summer.   
 
Agenda Item #9 Letters and Correspondence 
None 
 
Agenda Item #10 Approval of Vouchers: 
There was a motion by Nielsen with a second by Hayes to approve the payment of the April bills. 
Carried. 
 
Future Meeting Date: 
FRIDAY JUNE 8, 2012, AT THE VILAS COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING OFFICE, 
521 E WALL ST, EAGLE RIVER AT 9 a.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. Carried.  
     
Minutes reflect the recorders notations and are subject to approval by the appropriate board or 
committee. 
 
Submitted by:     Approved by: 
 
 
 
Amie Rein     Susan Richmond  
Family Caregiver Coordinator  Interim Supervisor 


