
MINUTES OF THE VILAS COUNTY 
 COP/LTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 26, 2012 
 
Present:  Al Bauman, Dennis Nielsen, Joe Fortmann, Kelly Von Oepen, Lynette Otterpohl, Kate Gardner, Karin 
Schmidt, Kelly Lacko, Patricia Unseth, Beth Moore, Connie Gengle, Jeanne Plunkett, Gina Egan, Mary Kapke, and 
Nikki Reed. 
Absent/Excused:  Mark Zyhowski. 
Also Present:  Amy Gray 
 
Meeting called to order by Chairman Bauman at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Roll Call taken. 
 
Motion by Nielsen, seconded by Fortman, to approve the agenda discussed in any order at the discretion of 
the Chair.  All voting aye.  Carried. 
 
Motion by Nielsen, seconded by Von Oepen to approve the January 30, 2012 minutes.  All voting aye.  
Carried. 
 
Community Options Program Update: 
Otterpohl gave update on COP program.  There have been 25 year-to-date referrals with 15 referrals being received 
and 6 cases added to the Program since last meeting on January 30, 2012.  Otterpohl reported 2 cases closed since 
last meeting.  There continues to be no COP Waiting List. 
 
Directors Report:  
Gardner reported on scam being perpetrated on elders in Wisconsin.  Fortmann gave update on progress  moving 
into new ADRC/COA offices in Eagle River as well as on the board structure for Family Care. 
  
Request for Variance and High Cost Funds: 
Lacko and Moore each requested one variance.  Motion by Fortmann, seconded by Egan, to approve the 
variances.  All voting aye.  Carried. 
 
Committee Membership: 
Recruitment of Consumer and/or Caregiver membership discussed in the context of whether providing mileage 
reimbursement might help with recruitment/retention efforts.  Egan indicated Public Health Board reimburses 
citizen membership at County rate.  Suggestion made that Gardner check with other Boards to see if and how citizen 
membership is reimbursed.  Suggestion made that VCDSS put out recruitment flyer to senior buildings, COA home-
delivered meal sites to recruit.   
 
Comments/Communications/Public Input: 
Bauman brought up issue of prescription drug abuse and how elders on medication are being victimized, often by 
children and/or grandchildren.  Bauman commented it would be helpful if a guest speaker could present on this to 
the COP Committee.  Gardner will see if she can find someone to address this at the next meeting.  Also mentioned 
was a presentation on this at the April 12th Elder’s at  Risk meeting.   
 
Next Meeting: 
Monday, May 21, 2012 at 9:45 AM in Conference Room #2. 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Fortmann, seconded by Egan.  All voting aye.  Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
10:10 am. 
 


