
Vilas County Forestry, Recreation, & Land Committee 
Minutes 
11 July 2012         
 
Members Present: Stephen Favorite, Chair 
   Sig Hjemvick, Vice Chair 
   Leon Kukanich    
   Ralph Sitzberger 
   Charles Rayala, Jr.       

Others Present: Lawrence Stevens, CF, Forest Administrator 
  Constance Valkenaar, Administrative Secretary  

     John Gagnon, Assistant Forest Administrator 
     Dale Mayo, Parks Tech/Snowmobile Prog. Coordinator 
     Jill Nemec, DNR Forestry Liaison 
     Ken Anderson, Media 
     Dan Balog, Land O’Lakes Town Chair 
     Holly Tomlanovich, Sno-Eagles 
     Atty Steve Garbowicz, Linda Demer, Bryan Pierce 
            
 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Favorite, who advised that 
this was a public meeting and that notification of the meeting with the agenda was sent to the 
Committee members, the County Board Chairman, the Vilas County Clerk, the Vilas County 
Corporation Counsel, the Vilas County News-Review, the Lakeland Times, FYI Wisconsin, 
Radio Stations WRJO and Coyote 93.7, and the Northwoods River News.  The notice and 
agenda were also posted on the Courthouse and Forestry Department bulletin boards.  This 
notification was verified by the Forestry Department Administrative Secretary. 

1) Motion by Sitzberger, seconded by Rayala to approve the agenda in any order at the 
discretion of the Chair.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2) Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Kukanich, to approve the minutes of the 6 & 13 
June 2012 meetings.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3) Tax Deed Parcels 10-1877, 1888, 1889, 1911-04, 05, 06 & 07:  Atty Garbowicz spoke 
on behalf of the former owners, the Greenwald Trust.  He explained the circumstances 
which led up to the failure to pay the real estate taxes and expressed the sincere wish of 
the family to redeem the parcels and to keep the taxes paid in the future.  Discussion.  
Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, to allow the former owners to redeem these 
parcels upon receipt of payment in full of all taxes, penalties, interest through 31 July 
2012, for a total amount due of $122,422.72, payment to be made in full on or before 
31 July 2012.  Motion carried unanimously.  Another motion was made by Hjemvick 
and seconded by Sitzberger, that upon receipt of said payment as outlined above, the 
Corporation Counsel is directed to move the Court to vacate the Judgment wherein the 
County took the deeds for these parcels.  Motion carried unanimously.   

4) Sale of Old Highway Department Boulder Junction Shop:  At the June meeting, the 
Forestry Department was directed by the Highway Department to add the sale of this 
property to the list of tax deed properties to be advertised for sale in 2012.  Stevens & 
Valkenaar updated the Committee on their progress in this regard.  Chairman Favorite 
advised that the Highway Department will need to present a separate resolution to 
County Board in August to authorize sale of this property, as this property is not a tax 



deed property and disposition of the proceeds will be handled differently than in the 
case of tax deed properties.  The Highway property can, however, be accommodated on 
the Forestry Department’s sales prospectus and advertising.  Motion by Hjemvick, 
seconded by Rayala, to order an appraisal of the property and obtain survey quotes if 
necessary, accepting the quote most advantageous to Vilas County, cost of the survey 
not to exceed $800.00, and that any expenses incurred by Forestry Dept. in regard to 
this sale will be reimbursed by Highway Dept.  Motion carried unanimously.   

5) Tax Deed Parcel 22-1277:  At the June meeting, the Committee directed the 
Department to determine if this is a buildable lot.   Zoning was contacted, and Zoning 
Administrator Schmidt advised that it cannot be sold as a buildable lot, and it has no 
access for the public.  Schmidt advised that an option would be to sell the parcel to the 
owners of the adjoining parcels with a clause that it cannot be sold as a separate parcel.  
Discussion.  Motion by Sitzberger to retain the parcel for future use.  Motion died for 
lack of a second.    

6) Resolution – Tax Deed Land Sales:  Motion by Rayala, seconded by Favorite, to 
approve the resolution and present to the County Board at their August 2012 meeting.  
Motion carried unanimously.   

7) Timber Sales Contracts/Forest Management: Gagnon gave his report, a copy of which 
is attached.   A bid was received from Northwoods Forestry, Inc. for Pre-commercial 
Thinning/Plantation Release Project, in the amount of $3,920.00.  Motion by Rayala, 
seconded by Kukanich, to accept the bid.  Motion carried unanimously.   

8) Brush Rake sale:  Stevens advised that this equipment remains unsold, and that the 
online state auction ends on 17 July.  The Committee advised Stevens to continue with 
the free auction at this time. 

9) Landfill Logging Operations:  During the course of the Landfill Expansion Project, 
some logging was necessary.  Stevens worked with Wiitala & Vozka Logging; this 
resulted in revenue in the amount of $11,533.00 to the General Fund. 

10) Invasives in Wildlife Openings:  Stevens advised that reed canary grass is an issue in 
some of the openings.  The Committee gave approval for the ongoing contract with 
Seifert’s Field & Forest to include herbicide application to these sites, as there are 
available budgeted funds for this. 

11) Snowmobile Trails - Open/Close Policy:  Discussion reference reopening of trails after 
temporary closures and the related public safety concerns.  This matter was brought 
forward by the Alliance, and the Snowmobile Safety Committee worked on revisions 
which were then referred to Corporation Counsel for her recommendations.  She 
provided the Forestry Committee a memo.  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, 
to redirect this issue to the Snowmobile Safety Committee for their review & 
discussion.  The Snowmobile Safety Committee will be asked to refer the matter back 
to Forestry with their recommendations.  Motion carried unanimously.  Governor’s 
Council – Mayo & Sitzberger both attended the Spring Projects Meeting on 24 & 25 
June, and gave a brief verbal summary to the Committee.  Highlights included: Vilas 
County was awarded grants for 2 bridge projects totaling approximately $75,000 
(combined), and 4 trail relocation projects totaling $61,000.  Funds were applied for on 
a project to reroute Trail 13 South from Eagle River because of the Gaulke property 
trail closing, but this half a million dollar request was denied.  

12) Dr. Oldfield Memorial Park:   Bids were opened for a project to replace the pathways at 
the park, as follows: 
Pitlik & Wick  $3,965.00 
Musson Bros.  $7,450.00 



Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Kukanich, to accept Pitlik & Wick’s bid.   Motion 
carried unanimously.   

13) Abandoned Railroad Grades: No action. 
14) Meetings & Travel:  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, to authorize Stevens & 

Gagnon to attend the Red Pine Management Conference in Stevens Point 14 & 15 
August.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mayo was invited to speak to the Wisconsin 
Communication Association at Trees for Tomorrow on the subject of “Should Vilas 
County Welcome ATV trails?”  Anderson advised that he was contacted by the 
organization for recommendations, and that he suggested Mayo in his capacity of 
Snowmobile Trail Program Coordinator.  Mayo suggested that he should present a 
neutral position on behalf of Vilas County, and the Committee advised that they are in 
agreement with that. 

15) Monthly Budget Summary:  No problems noted.   
16) 2013 Budget:  Stevens asked whether salary increases should be addressed in the 

Forestry Department Budget.  Chairman Favorite advised Stevens to address questions 
& concerns to the HR Manager. 

17) Monthly Bills:  Motion by Rayala, seconded by Kukanich, to approve the bills and 
forward them to Finance.  Motion carried unanimously.   

18) Next Meeting Date:  The next regular meeting of the Forestry Committee will be 1 
August 2012, 8:30 a.m., Courthouse. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 

Minutes reflect the recorders’ (Valkenaar & Stevens) notations and are subject to approval by the appropriate board or 
committee. 

 
 


