
 
 VILAS COUNTY SNOWMOBILE TRAIL SAFETY COMMITTEE  

Minutes of June 20, 2013  
Meeting Vilas County Courthouse, Conference Room 2 & 3, Eagle River, WI  

PRESENT: Gary Peske, Chair; Ralph Sitzberger, Vice Chair; Dale Mayo, VC Recreation Administrator; Gerard Ritter, 
VC Sheriff’s Dept; Tim Price, DNR Law Enforcement; Cindy Burzinski, VC Tourism/Publicity; Gina Egan, VC Public 
Health; Rocky Caffarella, Alliance President; Mike Keintz, Alliance Rep NE; Holly Tomlanovich, Alliance Rep SE; Stan 
Guif, Alliance Rep SW; Leo Crawley, Alliance Rep NW  

EXCUSED ABESENCE: Rocky Caffarella, Alliance President.  

GUESTS: Ken Anderson, Media; Richard Decker, Eagle River Derby Track; Chuck Decker, Eagle River Derby Track  

Meeting called to order at 9am by Chair Peske.  

Verification of posting of meeting - Mayo  

Approve agenda to be discussed in any order at the discretion of the Chair. Motion by Sitzberger. Second by 
Burzinski. Motion carried.  

Approval of minutes from the March 26, 2013 meeting. Motion by Crawley. Second by Mayo. Motion carried.  

Chair Peske welcomed all in attendance. 

Budget Report – Mayo - Last meeting budget balance of $1041.00. There has been no activity. Current balance of 
$1041.00  

Public Health – Egan – Discussion of the use of billboards to get Snowmobile Safety message out.  Average costs of 
$1000 monthly make this avenue to costly.  Crawley recommended looking into the usage of various municipal 
lighted signs.   

The Northwoods Children’s Museum is targeting July to meet with the Public Health Department.  Mayo reported 
that a work night is scheduled for June 24 at 5:30pm to work on the display.  Tomlanovich said that the AWSC is 
working on safety items to supply for the display.   Keintz has video & drawings he has used on training classes. 

DNR Report - Price – Even though snowmobile trails were officially closed there was a snowmobile fatality on Lac 
Vieux Desert.  The rider hit a plowed area coming off the lake.  .304 blood alcohol.  He suggested that when we 
begin producing PSA for the upcoming season that there be a Lake Safety PSA. 

Alliance Meeting – Crawley reported that there have been no meetings since his last report. 

Advertising, Public Relations – Burzinski  
     a. Posters – She has contacted the school to get written permission/authorization to use the school logo and the  
         same from the creators of the posters.  The pricing for the production of posters is valid for 30 days so 
         authorization from the Committee is necessary.  Crawley said that Lakeland Union High School also does printing 
         & are economical.  It was further suggested by the Committee that in the future participation of poster  
         development should include all County Schools (Lakeland Union, Northland Pines & Phelps), perhaps a contest or  
         even a community contest.   Peske said he preferred the focus be on school students and suggests a packet to be 
         sent to each school.  Price said because the school staffs are very busy it might take some persistence & follow up. 

     b. Derby Track Assistance – Burzinski talked about ways to utilize the Derby Track.  C. Decker suggested a booth with  
         handouts.  Burzinski asked if the JumboTron could be used to play the 30 second PSA’s.  C. Decker said that the  
        JumboTron feeds to all the TV’s in the Corporate & Hot Seats.    Burzinski & C. Decker will work out the details 



     c.  Billboards – Price added the use of a mobile type trailer that could be moved from location to location using the 
           road right-of-way.  Sitzberger & Mayo will work on DOT contact. 

Sheriff’s Report – Ritter  
     a.  TINS visibility.  Request that TINS be visible from the trails & road rather than just the trail side.  This request  
          will be presented to Alliance at the next meeting. 
     b.  Adequate lighting at the highway in front of Derby Track – Chief Vander Bloom, Eagle River said that during the  
          Derby the area from Airport Rd heading north to about the Red Barn is a very dark area, perhaps created by the  
          lighting from the Track.  This makes it hard to see pedestrians crossing the road.  Ideas introduced:  portable con- 
          struction lighting; more orange cones; fencing to funnel pedestrians to one crossing.   VanderBloom will present 
          ideas at future meeting. 

Recreation Administrator Report – Mayo – Reminded members of the June 24 work night at the Northwoods Children 
Museum. 

Letters & Communications - None  

Date for next meeting – Thursday, August 22, 2013 – 9am – Vilas County Courthouse Rooms 2 & 3.  

Adjourn – 10am by Chair Peske  

Respectfully submitted by Holly A. Tomlanovich 


