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Members Present: Linda Thorpe, Emil Bakka, Ron DeBruyne, Leon Kukanich, Ralph Sitzberger 
 
Department Personnel Present:  Cindy Burzinski, Vilas County Tourism 
                     Janet Christianson, Vilas County Tourism  
  
Others Present:   Lyn Pilch, Pilch & Barnet 
     Theresa Smith, Vilas County Chamber 
     Fritz Laeser, Edgewater Inn & Cottages 
     
Thorpe called the regular meeting to order at 9:00am in Conference Room #2 of the Vilas County 
Courthouse.  The meeting was properly posted and notices sent to all media provided on August 28, 2012.   
 
Motion by Kukanich, seconded by Bakka to accept the agenda to be taken in any order at the 
discretion of the chair; motion carried.  
 
Motion by Sitzberger, seconded by Kukanich to approve the minutes of August 7, 2012 as 
distributed; motion carried.     
 
Introductions –       
 
Musky Marathon – Update on the current number of registrations.   
 
Vilas County Chamber.  Smith noted that ad sales continue for the Vilas/Oneida County map with proof 
expected by the Chamber’s September meeting.  Also the ad for the winter edition of Fun in Wisconsin 
(which replaces the State Visitor Guide) had been finalized and a copy was passed around.   
 
Plans are being finalized for the Accommodation Tour on October 9th in the Land O’Lakes area with 
invitations expected out in the next week.  The topic is social media with scheduled speaker Stefan 
Anderson from the Conserve School.    
 
Next meeting is September 13 in Land O’Lakes.  The expanded meeting will also include a strategic 
planning session for the Chamber.  Pilch distributed a survey for chamber representatives to use as a guide 
for the session.   
 
Pilch & Barnet – Pilch reported the Escape to Vilas County promotion concluded with the final drawing 
in mid-August.   
 
The Pilch & Barnet monthly report for July was distributed and Pilch reviewed the new format with the 
Committee.   
 
Five County Branding Grant – Pilch and Burzinski updated the Committee on the Northwoods of 
Wisconsin campaign which started in August.  In the time period from August 24 – 31, there 1,641 new 
likes on Facebook.  At the last meeting of the 5-County Branding Committee, Vilas County received  



Vilas County Tourism &  
     Publicity Committee Meeting  September 4, 2012 
 Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
support for pursuing the Northwoods of Wisconsin trademark and Pilch indicated she would be meeting 
with an attorney soon regarding trademarking.   
 
2013 Vilas County Travel Guide – Pilch presented four (4) options for the 2013 Vilas County Visitor 
Guide cover.  After discussion, the canoeing cover option was selected with some modifications suggested 
by the Committee.  Pilch the revisions will be made for review along with the 1st draft of the Visitor Guide 
by the October meeting.   
 
Out of County Travel – None.     
 
Department Reports – Due to the early September meeting date, there was no August report available.   
 
Budget/Approval of Bills – Burzinski distributed copies of the current budget and the proposed budgets 
for 2013 and 2014.  Due to the anticipated shortfall in the current budget for two line items which are out 
of the control of the department (Telephone & Postage), Burzinski noted a slight increase in those two line 
items and a 3% increase in the 2014 County Promo line item as discussed at the August meeting. She had 
also decreased the line item for Training.   
 
During discussion, the Committee felt the Training line item should remain unchanged and that the County 
Promo Expense should be increased 3% each year.  Motion by Sitzberger, seconded by Kukanich to 
accept Burzinski’s increase in the Telephone and Postage line items, direct Burzinski to keep the 
Training line item as it was, increase the County Promo Expense to $103,000 in 2013 and to $106,000 
in 2014 and to submit the budget, as amended to Finance, motion carried.   
 
Correspondence/Communication – Thorpe noted the invitation received to the September 17th 
presentation at Wild Eagle Lodge and requested additional information. Bakka indicated the Vilas County 
Economic Development Corporation (VCEDC)  had arranged the Destination Vilas County presentation 
about the feasibility of a convention center in Vilas County.  When asked, Smith indicated that her 
chamber was not aware of the Destination Vilas County project.  Discussion on the VCEDC in general, the 
presentation made during the County Board meeting and the proposed agenda of the presentation.  
(Kukanich left during the discussion - 10:54am) 
 
Next meeting – The next regular Tourism & Publicity Committee meeting is scheduled for October 2, 
2012 at 9am in Conference Room #2.   
 
With no further items on the agenda, Chairperson Thorpe adjourned the meeting at 11:07am.   
 
Respectfully submitted,   Janet R. Christianson 
Minutes reflect the notations of the recorder and are subject to change by the Committee. 
 


