
Vilas County Tribal Concerns Meeting Minutes                                                                   27 September 2013 

 

Call To Order:     The meeting  was called to order at 9 AM in the Peter Christiansen Health Center by 
Chairman Al Bauman.  Committee members present Maynard Bedish, Mary Kim Black, Sig Hjemvick, 
Dennis Nielsen, and Elmer Rising Sun.  Absent was Terry Allen Jr.  Others present were Nancy Miller, 
Kate Gardner, Eric Swanson, Frank Cobb, and Chief Bob Brandenburg. 

Approval of Agenda:     Motion by Nielsen and seconded by Bedish to approve the agenda and to allow 
order of discussion as presented by Chairman Bauman.  All voted yes. 

Approval of August Minutes:    Motion by Nielsen and seconded by Black to approve the minutes from 
the August 29th 2013 meeting.  All voted yes.  

Juvenile Intake:     Director Eric Swanson reported they are working with younger juveniles in an effort 
to prevent alcohol and drug abuse.  Currently among juveniles, there is an increased use of synthetic 
marijuana.  Juvenile Intake is up to full strength with the hiring of Chad Christiansen.  He will be assigned 
to work cases in eastern Vilas County.   

Committee Structure:     A discussion was held concerning the new Tribal Concerns Committee 
structure.  It was strongly felt that the membership of supervisors should be increased from three to five 
supervisors.  Motion by Black and seconded by Nielsen to present a resolution to the County Board to 
amend the number of supervisors from three to five.  All voted yes.  Hjemvick was directed to have 
County Clerk prepare the resolution for Chairman Bauman’s signature.  

Law Enforcement:     Tribal Police Commission Chairman Frank Cobb provided members of the 
committee with a statistical report from Sheriff Fath.  He reported the Tribal Government and Tribal 
Police Commission were taking a very strong stance against illegal drugs on the reservation.  Chairman 
Cobb and Chief Brandenburg commended the working relationship between the Tribal Police and the 
Sheriff’s Dept.  It was further related that the Wis. Department of Criminal Investigation was also 
assisting in the illegal drug investigations.  

Social Services:     Director Gardner report that they are working with Indian Child Welfare (ICW) to find 
foster homes for children after the arresting  the parents for drug violations.  Foster Rama Meeting for 
foster parents is being held At The Waters in Minocqua.  She reported that the new health care 
insurance programs starting Oct. 1st are going to be difficult to sort out all of the issues related to the 
changes.  This will create a burden for Social Service.  In many cases the changes are not funded.   

Health Department:      No report.   

Employee Wellness:     Program schedule in October at the Vilas County Courthouse.  

Letters and Communications:     None 

Next Meeting:     24 October 2013      



Meeting Adjourned:      1010 AM. 

 

Submitted by Sig Hjemvick. 

 

 

 


