
County - Tribal Concerns Committee Meeting Minutes                    September 4, 2012   
Page 1 of 2 

   
Call to order:   
This meeting of the County-Tribal Concerns Committee was called to order at 10:00 A.M. 
in Vilas County Courthouse meeting room #4 by Chairman Al Bauman, with the following 
committee members present: Maynard Bedish, Sig Hjemvick, Dennis Nielsen and Elmer 
Rising Sun. Terry Allen, Jr. and Mary Kim Black were absent. Others addressing the 
committee during this meeting: Eric Swanson, Mike Zimmerman, Joe Fath, Bob 
Brandenburg, Bob Kovar, Circuit Judge Neal Nielsen, Tribal Judge Gary Smith and David 
Alleman. Open meeting notices and quorum present were verified by the Chair.   
 
Approve agenda to be discussed in any order by the Chair:   
Motion by D. Nielsen, 2nd by M. Bedish to approve the agenda, with the order of 
discussion at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.   
 
Approve July 19, 2012 meeting minutes: 
Motion by S. Hjemvick, 2nd by M. Bedish to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2012 
meeting. All voted aye. Carried.   
 
Dangerous Drug Investigator – resolution to County Board: 
S. Hjemvick stated that this resolution failed at the Law Enforcement Committee meeting. 
He is aware of additional circumstances that now prevent him from supporting the hiring 
of this position.  He added that current County budget issues are not conducive to sending 
this resolution forward to the Board.  A. Bauman feels that prescription drug abuse is the 
leading drug issue for Vilas County and the Lac du Flambeau Tribe.  Hiring this position 
will help many affected Vilas County families.  D. Nielsen feels that the General Fund 
undesignated balance is sufficient to fund this position. E. Rising Sun feels that it is 
imperative to provide for this position. Judge Nielsen stated that he feels the proposed 
investigator position and the proposed Wellness Court is interconnected. He described area 
drug abuse in terms of being a real and significant public health crisis. The Judge also 
stated that drug abuse cases were increasing in Circuit and Tribal courts.  Motion by D. 
Nielsen, 2nd by E. Rising Sun to approve the resolution and to send it on to the County 
Board for their consideration.  5 voted aye.  1 opposed: S. Hjemvick.  Carried. 
 
Wellness Drug Court: 
Judge Nielsen presented his reasons for supporting the creation of a Vilas County/Tribal 
Government Wellness Court.  He explained that the current system of probation and parole 
offers limited supervision over drug offenders does little to involve family members and 
provides little opportunity to help offenders with becoming drug free and productive 
members of their community.  He said that data indicates that wellness drug courts utilized 
by other jurisdictions work as intended by lowering the rates of first time offender 
recidivism.  Judge Smith concurred with Judge Nielsen’s remarks and added the Tribal 
point of view of the need for a Wellness Drug Court.  He described the benefits to Tribal 
offenders and their families of being supervised and treated within their home community.  
He described a Wellness Drug Court as a comprehensive program of sanctioning, 
strengthening, treating and supervising drug offenders.  A. Bauman feels that the County 
and the Tribe need to work together regarding this idea.  S. Hjemvick recounted his prior 
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law enforcement experiences with drug abusers.  He categorized jail time as being a 
“revolving door” for many drug offenders. E. Rising Sun would like to see juvenile 
offenders included in this program.  M. Bedish wondered about the role of the school 
system.  Judge Nielsen replied that the Lac du Flambeau school system worked hard to 
program students against drug abuse.  M. Zimmerman explained the drug diversion 
program utilized by Tribal Juvenile Justice.  A. Bauman feels that money spent on this 
effort will save the County funds over time.  He will submit an authorizing resolution to 
County Board under his signature.  Motion by S. Hjemvick, 2nd by E. Rising Sun to 
support the Wellness Drug Court concept.  All voted aye.  Carried.  
 
Juvenile Intensive Program update:   
E. Swanson presented a confidential written report of Juvenile Intake and Intensive 
Supervision activities.  There are currently no juveniles under Vilas County jurisdiction in 
out of home placements.  He also explained department restructuring efforts undertaken 
since becoming Interim Director.  He continues to work to foster better communication 
with his counterparts in Tribal Juvenile Justice. 
 
Law enforcement update: 
 a. Arrest and activity schedule:  
Nothing presented. 
 b. Drug enforcement: 
Nothing presented. 
 c. Jail update: 
Nothing presented  
   
Health/Community Health update:   Nothing presented 
 
Social Services update:    Nothing presented 
 
Future agenda items:    The Chair asked that he be given any new agenda items at least 
10 days before the next meeting.  The 2014 County/Tribal Law Enforcement Grant 
application will be a topic on the next meeting agenda. 
 
Letters and communications:   Nothing presented 
 
Set date for next meeting:   The date of the next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
September 27, 2012.  Time and location remain to be determined. 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by M. Bedish, 2nd by S. Hjemvick to adjourn. All voted aye.  
Carried. Meeting adjourned at 11:25 A.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
David R. Alleman 
Vilas County Clerk 
 
Minutes reflect the recorder's notations and are subject to approval by the appropriate board or committee. 

 


