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Members Present: Linda Thorpe, Emil Bakka, Leon Kukanich, Mark Rogacki 
 
Members Excused:  Ron DeBruyne 
 
Department Personnel Present:  Cindy Burzinski, Vilas County Tourism 
                     Janet Christianson, Vilas County Tourism  
  
Others Present:   Fritz Laeser, Edgewater Inn & Cottages 
     Lyn Pilch, Pilch & Barnett 
     Theresa Smith, Vilas County Chamber 
     Barry McLeane, Vilas County Economic Development Corporation 
     Janna Kahl, Vilas County Human Resources 
     
Thorpe called the regular meeting to order at 9:00am in Conference Room #2 of the Vilas County 
Courthouse.  The meeting was properly posted and notices sent to all media provided on January 30, 2013.     
 
Motion by Bakka to accept the agenda to be taken in any order at the discretion of the chair, 
seconded by Kukanich; motion carried.  
 
Motion by Kukanich to approve the minutes of January 8, 2013 as distributed, seconded by Rogacki; 
motion carried.     
 
Closed Session – Motion by Bakka to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. Section 
19.85(1)(c)  for the purpose of considering employment and performance evaluation data of a public 
employee over which the Tourism and Publicity Committee exercises responsibility, seconded by 
Kukanich; motion carried. (9:05am)  
 
Motion by Kukanich to adjourn closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. Section 19.85 (1)(c), seconded 
by Rogacki; motion carried. (10:20am) 
 
Motion by Rogacki to approve Director of Tourism job description as presented, seconded by 
Bakka; motion carried.  Thorpe noted that alternative funding resources for Vilas County Tourism were 
discussed during closed session and would be kept on the agenda for discussion at the March and future 
meetings.  
 
Introductions – none required.  
 
Musky Marathon – Christianson noted the drawing prizes, letters to finalists and sponsors had been 
distributed and read correspondence received from two prize winners.  Review of final report with 
Committee approval to begin distribution.  Due to a scheduling conflict, the awards presentation has been 
rescheduled to the April County Board meeting.  Last year’s registration form and rules distributed; 
Committee will review them for discussion at the March meeting.   
 
Vilas County Chamber.  Annual Chamber Dinner scheduled for February 7 at Eddie B’s White Spruce 
Inn in Eagle River with guest speaker, Dr. Charles Metelka of the UW-Stout School of Hospitality 
Leadership.    
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As a bonus for purchasing a winter ad in Fun in Wisconsin, the Chamber will receive a free ad in the 
summer edition.  The Chamber is working on updating the ad information and including information on the 
Vilas County Musky Marathon.   
 
Next Chamber meeting is February 14 at 1pm in Minocqua.         
   
Pilch & Barnet – Pilch indicated the agency is working on a late winter/early spring Facebook promotion 
centering on vacation photo submissions (details pending).   
 
5-County Branding (The NorthwoodsofWisconsin.com) – Pilch noted the 2nd year website and 
personality statistics are providing valuable information to guide the team in developing the application for 
the third year of the grant (due April 1st) and a working meeting was scheduled later in the day.   
 
2013 Vilas County Visitor Guide – The situation with the 2013 Visitor Guide had been solved (books 
reprinted along with a monetary credit) and approximately 4500 Guides had been distributed (chambers, 
Welcome Centers, etc.).  Burzinski informed the Committee of the great help Russ (Maintenance 
Department) had been – getting the over 500 boxes of Guides unloaded from the truck and moved to 
storage; as well as moving and storing the 75 boxes of County maps previously delivered.  Thorpe 
appreciated her comments and indicated she would pass the comments along to the Property Committee.   
 
Out of County Travel – Burzinski reminded Committee members of registration for the Governor’s 
Tourism Conference in March.  Noting the Conference conflicts with a scheduled County Board meeting, 
Thorpe noted she would not be attending the Conference and requested Burzinski cancel her room.   
 
Department Reports – Burzinski distributed and discussed the January monthly report.   
 
While final numbers not yet available, Burzinski thought the Green Bay RV & Camping Show (January 
17-20)  had been well attended with all Vilas County materials being distributed by late Saturday night 
(more materials sent down than last year).  The next scheduled show is the Madison Fishing Expo, 
February 22-24 with Canoecopia following March 8-10.    
 
Paid Bills Report – Burzinski distributed the Paid Bills and Paid Check reports noting both were part of 
the new finance procedure.  Motion by Bakka to approve the Paid Bills Report, seconded by 
Kukanich; motion carried.       
 
Correspondence/Communication – Pilch noted the agency had contacted an attorney regarding the 
copyright project and was gathering initial data.    
 
McLeane questioned if the Committee was going to discuss alternative funding resources; Thorpe noted the 
topic had been raised during the closed session.  It would be on future agendas for additional discussion. 
 
Next meeting – The next regular Tourism & Publicity Committee meeting is scheduled for March 5, 2013 
at 9am in Conference Room #2 of the Vilas County Courthouse.      
 
There being no further items on the agenda, Thorpe adjourned the meeting at 11:14am.   
 
Respectfully submitted,   Janet R. Christianson 
Minutes reflect the notations of the recorder and are subject to change by the Committee. 


