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Members Present: Linda Thorpe, Emil Bakka, Ron DeBruyne, Mark Rogacki 
 
Members Excused: Leon Kukanich 
 
Department Personnel Present:  Cindy Burzinski, Vilas County Tourism 
                     Janet Christianson, Vilas County Tourism  
  
Others Present:   Fritz Laeser, Edgewater Inn & Cottages 
     Jason Hilger, Vilas County Finance 
     
Thorpe called the regular meeting to order at 9:00am in Conference Room #2 of the Vilas County 
Courthouse.  The meeting was properly posted and notices sent to all media provided on February 26, 
2013.     
 
Motion by DeBruyne to accept the agenda to be taken in any order at the discretion of the chair, 
seconded by Bakka; motion carried.  
 
Motion by Bakka to approve the minutes of February 5, 2013 as distributed, seconded by Rogacki; 
motion carried.     
 
Introductions – Jason Hilger, Vilas County Finance Director.  

 
Alternative Funding Sources – An idea to have Department personnel involved in visitor guide sales 
(utilizing commission sales as department revenue) generated considerable discussion.  As a business, 
Laeser noted that personal contact, beyond email and telephone contact, was important to him.  While 
department personnel were extremely knowledgeable and passionate about the guide, the Committee 
expressed concern with overloading personnel and the time away from other responsibilities. Rogacki 
questioned whether it was more important for the Guide to get the word out or be a money maker.  
Burzinski noted she is contacting other counties of similar size with county-wide tourism programs for 
revenue source ideas.   
 
Musky Marathon – Planning for 2012 awards presentation in April continues.  Discussion regarding rules 
changes for the 2013 Marathon.  Considering the Marathon is catch and release, motion by Rogacki to 
register any musky caught on Vilas County waters, seconded by DeBruyne; motion carried.  With 
rules finalized, Christianson will begin contacting sponsors and finalize forms and poster.   
 
Vilas County Chamber – The annual dinner was well attended and speaker Dr. Charles Metelka’s 
presentation was informative and entertaining.     
 
Next Chamber meeting is March 21 at 1pm in Sayner.         
   
Pilch & Barnet – Coop television ads are running in the Fox Valley area and direct mail postcards are 
scheduled shortly.   Rogacki questioned if there were any feeling on how gas prices would affect travel.  
While this had not be discussed this year, it was noted in previous years of higher prices people still travel 
(need to get away, relax, etc.) while changing how they dine, shop, etc.   
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5-County Branding (The NorthwoodsofWisconsin.com) – The Committee reviewed the 2nd year final 
report.  The team continues work on the 3rd year grant application (due April 1st).   
 
Department Reports – Burzinski distributed a summary of the February Google Analytics report for 
discussion.     
 
Out of County Travel – Burzinski requested approval to attend workshops in Madison on April 18th – 
Building Positive Relationships Through Positive Conflict and another on May 23 – Lean Times, Lean 
Government.  Noting there were funds in the budget, motion by DeBruyne to approve Burzinski 
attending these classes, seconded by Bakka; motion carried.     
 
Paid Bills Report – Burzinski distributed the Paid Bills and Expense Guideline with Detail reports for 
review.  Motion by Bakka to approve the Paid Bills Report, seconded by DeBruyne; motion carried.       
 
Correspondence/Communication – Burzinski noted receiving a call regarding Wisconsin River levels 
and possible river campsites and she was researching a contact for the individual.  Rogacki indicated he 
had worked with representatives of the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company in the past and it would 
be important to find the right department.    
 
Next meeting – The next regular Tourism & Publicity Committee meeting is scheduled for April 2, 2013 at 
9am in Conference Room #2 of the Vilas County Courthouse.      
 
There being no further items on the agenda, Thorpe adjourned the meeting at 11:05am   
 
Respectfully submitted,   Janet R. Christianson 
Minutes reflect the notations of the recorder and are subject to change by the Committee. 


