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Chairman Favorite called to order the meeting of the Vilas County Land Records 
Committee at 9:06 a.m., on Thursday, December 30, 2010, in Conference Room #2, 
at the Vilas County Courthouse, Eagle River, Wisconsin. 
 
Members Present: Steve Favorite, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke and Ed Bluthardt  

 
Others Present:  Barb Gibson, Sherry Bierman, Joan Hansen, Jerri Radtke, Rebecca 

Nordine, Chris Kamps, Martha Milanowski and Sue Schaab Kent  
 
Absent: Jack Harrison 
 
Approve Agenda: Motion by Radtke and seconded by Bluthardt to approve the 
current agenda in any order at the Chair’s discretion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried on 
a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Approve Minutes:  Motion by Platner and seconded by Radtke to approve the minutes 
of the meeting on September 20, 2010.  All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous 
voice vote.   
 
Weber Farm Ln – Road naming process:  Nordine explained the road naming process.  
She sent letters to all the landowners about the private road to the south off of Illinois Rd. 
This letter included 5 name options or they could come up with a name that has not 
already been used.  The landowners are to put their top 3 choices on the form that gets 
returned to her.  Nordine stated she allows over the 14 days for a response to account for 
mail delivery time.  The first road name choice is assigned 3 points, the second 2 points 
and the third 1 point.  The most points were for Weber Farm Ln.  Nordine then received 
approval from the Town of Lincoln for this name.  On December 9, Nordine sent the 
letters to the people with the new road name and fire numbers. Since then, she has been 
contacted by Ben Binon that he did not get the initial letter for voting on the name.  At 
this point she contacted the town again and was informed that the road sign and fire 
numbers had already been ordered. 
 
Ben and Kathy Binon, Charles and Jeanne Satterfield all discussed their reasons for 
wanting a different name.  The committee members discussed the road name issue and 
what is in the Addressing Ordinance.   
 
Motion by Platner and seconded by Favorite to keep the assigned name of Weber Farm 
Ln.  Those voting aye:  Platner and Favorite.  Those voting nay:  Bluthardt and Radtke.  
Motion failed on a tied vote.  Milanowski indicated that the road naming process was 
already completed and is Weber Farm Ln, and the proper motion would be to reopen the 
voting/naming process. 
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Weber Farm Ln – Road naming process continued 
 
Motion by Bluthardt and seconded by Radtke to revote on the road name as a result of an 
appeal by landowners, with an explanation of the point system for voting.  Those voting 
aye:  Bluthardt and Radtke.  Those voting nay:  Platner and Favorite.  Motion failed on a 
tied vote.       
 
A review of the road naming policy will be put on the next agenda for discussion. 
 
Statutory responsibilities and flowcharts for data updates:  Gibson discussed this 
information as pertaining to Land Records, Register of Deeds, Tax Listing and the 
Treasurer.  Gibson stated that as of 1/1/2011, all employees excluding elected officials 
would be subject to performance evaluations and that some clarifications need to be made 
to determine responsibility and accountability for data entry. Gibson recommended to the 
committee to direct the department heads involved in the data flow of land records to 
discuss and develop a more efficient process for data entry into the AS400.  Bierman 
stated she is solely responsible for physical address data entry to the AS400 from the 
various sources including monthly updates from the Addressing Coordinator. Bierman 
stated she is solely responsible for mailing address data entry to the AS400 from the 
property transfer returns.  J. Radtke indicated that she wanted Tax Listing to go through 
the AS400 data base now and correct all the address errors.  Bierman acknowledged this 
would be done.  J. Radtke stated the Treasurer’s office only has access to change the 
mailing addresses based on the address change requests received in her office.  J. Radtke 
stated she is looking for accountability on accuracy as her office cannot check for 
accuracy of the tax listing data.  Bierman stated that she has changed her internal process 
of data flow to include document and data entry proofing between herself and Lueth.  J. 
Radtke, Vilas County Treasurer, requested that a disclaimer be entered on the AS400 
viewing side stating that information may not be accurate and to see original recordings 
in the Register of Deeds Office for correct information. Steve Favorite, Chair, stated that 
this was an issue for another day. (Bluthardt said this would be something for her to 
discuss with the Finance Committee.)  Kamps stated that the data does get printed out and 
entries double checked when she and Bierman work together on the tax bills.   
 
Physical address data update responsibilities to the AS400:  Nordine stated that she 
notifies the Treasurer and Tax Listing in a monthly memo of new fire numbers and ones 
that she believes need to be corrected that she comes across in her work. 
 
Favorite indicated that the corrections of an entire county cannot get done at once and 
that it seems like all departments are doing what can be done to correct errors in 
addresses. Gibson expressed concerns over the accuracy and professionalism of the maps 
that the assessors receive from the Tax Listing Office. By state statute, 16.967 (1) (b), (d), 
and (3), the maps (aka land records) are the responsibility of the Land Information Office.  
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Physical address data update responsibilities to the AS400 cont. 
 
Bierman and Favorite stated that the “maps” that come out of the Tax Listing Office 
reflect the Tax Lister’s “notes”. Gibson requested that the Tax Listing Office place on 
any notes which graphically depict parcel boundaries to be labeled as such.  Bierman 
stated this is already done.  Favorite stated we are here for the public and will give people 
information in either digital or paper format (fees apply accordingly) as they are both 
maintained by the county.  Favorite also noted that the only way to determine accurate 
acreage would be to have a survey conducted by a certified surveyor. 
 
Address Update:  Nordine said that the Forestry Dept. and snowmobile clubs installed 
all the emergency intersection location signs on the snowmobile trails in the entire 
county.  She has this information updated in the 911 Database.  Nordine is currently 
reviewing road names countywide for accuracy in the Road Name Index, GIS Database, 
911 Database, Frontier MSAG and the AS400 Database.  She is also working with the 
P.O. and towns on directional frequency along highways.  Nordine indicated that the third 
set of address maps for the towns and City of Eagle River went out earlier this month.  In 
January, she will work on fire number directories.  She is now being provided tax parcel 
split information for new parcels from the Tax Listing Office to use for the directories.  
She has currently completed naming 11 private roads, reassigned 104 fire numbers and 
issued 53 new fire numbers. 
 
Tax Listing Update:  Bierman stated that the tax season went well and that all tax bills 
were completed.  She said that 35,146 bills for real property and 2,072 personal property 
bills were printed.  2,182 personal property and 47,121 parcel information was 
downloaded to the Department of Revenue. 
 
Land Records Update:  Gibson discussed the Land Info/Mapping and Land Records 
year-to-date budgets. She then presented preliminary examples of plat book pages that 
Grassl is working on.  He is still working on the page layouts. Gibson said we were also 
asked to provide information on MFL (Managed Forest Lands) on the plat book maps.  
Gibson stated there was no way to code if the MFL was open or closed acreages.  The 
members discussed that they were agreeable to showing just that a parcel was in MFL.   
Gisbon stated that a way was needed to code plat book parcels as State, County, Federal 
forest or Tribal lands.  Bierman stated that these codes already exist on the AS400, but is 
not set up to separate out.   
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Out of County Travel:  Gibson requested permission for her and Grassl to attend the 
LIDAR Education workshop by the North Central Regional Planning Commission in 
Wausau on January 19, 2011.  Favorite indicated that he would also like to attend this.  
Motion by Radtke and seconded by Platner to approve Gibson, Grassl and any committee 
member to attend. All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Gibson then requested permission to attend the Wisconsin Counties Association 
Educational Seminar on Redistricting (at the request of the County Board Chair) in 
Stevens Point on January 24, 2011.  Favorite stated he also wanted to attend.  Motion by 
Radtke and seconded by Platner to approve Gibson and any committee member to attend. 
All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Lastly, Gibson requested permission for her and Grassl or Nordine to attend the WLIA 
Annual Conference in Madison on February 15-18, 2011.  Motion by Radtke and 
seconded by Platner to approve Gibson, Grassl or Nordine and any committee member to 
attend. All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.   
 
Letters and Communications:  J. Radtke presented a letter she received from Bowmar 
Appraisal regarding parcel acres.  Bierman will report on this for the next meeting. 
 
Vouchers were presented for approval.  Motion by Bluthardt and seconded by Radtke to 
approve vouchers.  All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Land Info/Mapping 
EO Johnson 2011 Scanner maintenance contract (2010 budget)  $1,880.00 
EO Johnson  2011 OCE copier (2010 budget)   $1,155.00 
Florida Micro Multi-position monitor arm set (2010 budget)     $234.70 

 
Land Records  

Ayres Associates  2010 Orthophoto flight (2010 budget) $7,837.00 
 
Future meeting date:  Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 4, 2011, at  
9:00 a.m. at the Vilas County Courthouse Conference Rooms. 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Radtke and seconded by Platner to adjourn the meeting at 
11:34 a.m.  All voted aye.  Motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Sue Schaab Kent 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE LAND RECORDS COMMITTEE 
AT FEBRUARY 4, 2011 MEETING 


