
 
 VILAS COUNTY  

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL SAFETY 
 COMMITTEE 

 Minutes of January 24, 2013 Meeting  

Boulder Junction Community Center, Boulder Junction, WI 

PRESENT: Gary Peske, Chair; Ralph Sitzberger, Vice Chair; Dale Mayo, VC Recreation Administrator; Gerard 
Ritter, VC Sheriff’s Dept.; Tim Price, DNR Law Enforcement; Cindy Burzinski, VC Tourism/Publicity; Renn Karl, 
Alliance President; Mike Keintz, Alliance Rep NE; Holly Tomlanovich, Alliance Rep SE; Stan Guif, Alliance Rep 
SW; Leo Crawley, Alliance Rep NW 

EXCUSED ABESENCE: Gina Egan, VC Public Health 

GUESTS:  John Gagnon, VC Forestry Dept.; Mitch Ives, Area Logger; Al Samz, New Page; Larry Stevens, VC 
Forester; Tom Tomlanovich 

Meeting called to order at 9am by Vice Chair Sitzberger. 

Approve agenda to be discussed in any order at the discretion of the Chair/Vice Chair.  Motion by Crawley.  
Second by Mayo.  Motion carried. 

Approval of minutes from the December 20, 2012 meeting.  Motion by Mayo to accept minutes with the 
correction of Ritter first name to Gerard. Second by Karl.  Motion carried. 

Vice Chair Sitzberger welcomed all in attendance with introductions by all in attendance. 

Budget Report – Mayo  - Last meeting balance of $880. Invoice & paid $880 to WJFW for production & 
December PSA’s.  Leaving a -0- balance.   
1/1/2013 -INCOME      -0- 
2013 Committee Budget    $1000.00 
Maternal Child Grant     $  600.00 
TOTAL INCOME            $1600.00 
 
EXPENSE 
Hahn Printing little brown TIN signs & laminating     $154.00 
Balance on hand as of 1/24/2013         $1446.00 

Public Health – No Report 

DNR Report -  Price – The scheduled recruit training cancelled for this season. 
    a. Mass Communications class produced 4 safety posters which were passed around to Committee. Focus 
for next season is to begin the poster design process earlier so that they are ready to distribute in November.  
March Agenda item.  Ideas, logging safety, ways to use the Snowmobile Derby event for Safety promotion. 
   b.  Aerators – The enforcement of aerator fencing/barriers is handled by the Sheriff’s Dept.  
   c.  Price plans to talk with Northland Pines High School & Middle School student re snowmobile safety. 



Alliance Report – Crawley  
   a.  Laminated TIN & Safety posters were handed out 
   b.  Snowmobile Fatality St. Germain  New Year’s Eve. Female – Lost control on curve rolled down hill .241 BA  
   c.   AWSC Membership is down about 2000 
   d.  Work continues on 2 Snowmobile Funding Programs 

Advertising/Public Relations – Burzinski 
   a.  Contacted other radio station to run PSA’s no stations on board as of yet. 
   b.  Will work on pricing of production of placemats using Mass Communication posters.  Will include 
recognition of the school/class along with the Safety Committee. 
    c.  Thank You letter will be sent to Mass Communications teacher/class from Safety Committee.  Also sent to 
the News Review for a letter to the editor publishing. 

Sheriff’s Report – Ritter 
     December – 11 patrol hours.  January – 12 patrol hours      4 off trail, 2 falling through ice issues.  1 OWI 

Recreation Administrator Report – Mayo 
      a.  Conover Cemetery Trail - The Conover Snowmobile Trail that runs through the cemetery is being shared 
with a logging project.  There are safety concerns as to it being too narrow for both snowmobiles & logging 
equipment to use at the same time.  
      Sitzberger has concerns that if truck is coming & meets a snowmobile there is nowhere for either vehicle to 
pull over to let the other pass.  This might be the time to consider a cooperative effort between the 2 user 
groups to successfully widen trails. 
      Stevens shared safety concerns.  Explained  preparedness course taken ahead of actual logging.  Grading 
needs to occur to allow the ground to freeze solid.  Logger is required to leave snow on the trail.  Complaints 
regarding the amount of snow left on the trail.  Snow levels the last several seasons may be cause.  
      Snowmobile Clubs & Loggers are signing in advance of the logging area to alert riders.   
      Communication & coordination in advance of a logging project the key to solving any issues that arise.  
Mayo, Stevens & Gagnon will work together to advance the communication & coordination.  In the future 
meetings will be set between all users groups involved in advance & if/when issues arise. 
     Ritter suggested PSA’s about logging. 
     b.  Signing guidelines – The Alliance voted at their recent January meeting to continue the current signing in 
place as to it pertains to chevrons & corners.  Motion by Keintz to keep the Vilas County snowmobile trail 
signing safer & consistent by continuing to allow the directional arrow to be used in the apex of a turn on 
either side of the trail.  Second by Crawley.  Motion carried. 

No Letters or Communications 
Next meeting February 28, 2013, 9am, VC Courthouse Meeting Room 2 

Adjourn at 11:05am 

Respectfully submitted, 
Holly A. Tomlanovich 
       
 


