
Vilas County Board Proceedings                                                                               August 21, 
2007

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was called to order at 9:00 A.M., by 
Chairman Charles Rayala, in the conference rooms at the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court 
St., Eagle River, WI.

The Chairman instructed the Clerk to insert in the minutes the following: “A Public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting at the Vilas County Courthouse, the Olsen Memorial 
Library and Eagle River City Hall. Also, the Vilas County News-Review; the Lakeland Times; 
the Rhinelander Daily News; the Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; 
W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. Radio; and Channel 12 TV were notified by July 13, 2007, more than 
twenty-four hours prior to the meeting.”  The Chair then requested that all present turn off their 
cell phones and pagers for the duration of the meeting.

The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call found the following members present: Charles Ahlborn, John Annin, Alden Bauman, 
Maynard Bedish, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Steven Doyen, Bob 
Egan, Stephan Favorite, Jack Harrison, Leon Kukanich, Dennis Nielsen, Fred Radtke, Kathleen 
Rushlow, James Spring, Linda Thorpe, Jay Verhulst, Craig Weberg and Charles Rayala.  Absent: 
Christopher Mayer.  The Clerk reported 20 Supervisors in attendance. A quorum of the County 
Board was present.  

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by S. Favorite to approve the agenda to be discussed in any 
order at the Chair=s discretion. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by L. Thorpe to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2007 
special meeting as presented and to omit the reading thereof. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by F. Radtke to omit the reading of all resolutions and 
ordinances, unless otherwise requested. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by S. Doyen, seconded by S. Favorite to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post.  
All voting aye. Carried.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances as posted

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

RES. 2007-80
(REQUESTING REPEAL OF WISCONSIN ACT 420)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by J. Annin to adopt.  Discussion. All voting aye. Carried. 



RES. 2007-81
(GENERAL FUND TRANSFER TO CORPORATION COUNSEL OUTSIDE LEGAL 

FEES)
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion. All voting aye. 
Carried.

RES. 2007-82
(AUTHORIZATION FOR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE ONE NEW 

LOADER AND TWO NEW GRADERS)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt. Discussion. All voting aye. Carried.

RES. 2007-83
(APPROVAL OF TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 900 

COMPREHENSIVE SHORELAND DISTRICT AND ZONONG ORDINANCE)
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by J. Verhulst, 
seconded by B. Egan to table and send back to Presque Isle for additional review.  No further 
discussion.  All voting aye to table.  Carried.

RES. 2007-84
(REQUESTING FEDERAL ACTION TO ENFORCE EXISTING IMMIGRATION 

LEGISLATION)
Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by M. Bedish to adopt.  Discussion. Motion by J. Verhulst, 
seconded by R. De Bruyne to amend line #13 to read “the United States House of 
Representatives” All voting aye.  Amendment carried.  All voting aye.  Carried as amended.

RES. 2007-85
(OPPOSITION TO 2007 ASSEMBLY BILL 438)

Motion by J. Spring, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion.  All voting aye. Carried.

RES. 2007-86
(SUPPORT CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT)

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion.  Motion by R. De 
Bruyne, seconded by J. Verhulst to amend the resolution as follows.  Insert “State of Wisconsin” 
in resolution title to read “Support State of Wisconsin Constitutional Amendment”.  Also insert 
“State of Wisconsin” just before the phrase “constitutional amendment” in lines number 13, 33 
and 38. All voting aye.  Amendment carried.  All voting aye.  Carried as amended.

AMENDMENT #85-219
(DANIEL AND JOANNA CARDINAL PROPERTY REZONE – TOWNSHIP OF ARBOR 

VITAE, WISCONSIN)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Verhulst to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2007-87
(TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICE FUND)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.



RES. 2007-88
(HALF-TIME BENEFIT SPECIALIST – COMMISSION ON AGING)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt.  Discussion.  ¾ vote required for 
adoption.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2007-89
(REVISING VILAS COUNTY BUSINESS TRAVEL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT 

POLICY)
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by E. Bluthardt, 
seconded by R. De Bruyne to amend the resolution by eliminating Article G in its entirety.          
2 voting aye on the amendment: E. Bluthardt and R. De Bruyne.  18 voting nay on the 
amendment.  Amendment failed.  Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by S. Doyen to amend the 
opening paragraph under Article D to read as follows: “Failure to submit vouchers within 30 
days of the expenditure in compliance with this policy…”  Discussion.  Motion and second 
withdrawn by the makers.  Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by R. De Bruyne to amend the 
opening paragraph under Article D to read as follows:  “Failure to submit vouchers within 45 
days of the due date (10th day of each month) in compliance with this policy…”  18 voting aye 
on the amendment. 2 voting nay:  F. Radtke and K. Rushlow.  Amendment carried.  Discussion.  
Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by J. Spring to table.  The Chair called for a roll call vote.  The 
following 7 Supervisors voted aye to table:  C. Ahlborn, J. Annin, M. Bedish, J. Harrison, L. 
Kukanich, J. Spring and J. Verhulst.  The following 13 Supervisors voted nay to table:               
A. Bauman, E. Bluthardt, G. Ciszek, R. De Bruyne, S. Doyen, B. Egan, S. Favorite, D. Nielsen, 
F. Radtke, K. Rushlow, L. Thorpe, C. Weberg and C. Rayala.  Motion to table failed.  
Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by A. Bauman to amend by removing the attached 
Pre-Approval Required for all Business Travel form from the last page of the resolution.  All 
voting aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  14 voting aye on the resolution as amended. 
6 voting nay: C. Ahlborn, M. Bedish, L. Kukanich, J. Spring, J. Verhulst and C. Weberg.  
Carried as amended.

RES. 2007-90
(APPROVAL OF EASEMENT TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN 

ABOVE-GROUND TRANSMISSION LINE OVER COUNTY FOREST PROPERTY)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2007-91
(SUPPORT FOR PETITION FOR DIRECT ANNEXATION BY UNANIMOUS 
APPROVAL, PURSUANT TO SECTION 66.0217(2) WISCONSIN STATUTES)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  17 voting aye.  3 voting 
nay:  E. Bluthardt, L. Kukanich and D. Nielsen.  Carried.

APPOINTMENT TO THE LEPC COMMITTEE B CAPTAIN JOHN BUTLER
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by S. Favorite to approve. All voting aye. Carried.

ANNUAL REPORTS – ADVERTISING AND SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENTS.



Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by F. Radtke to approve both reports.  All voting aye.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
S. Doyen reported on Forestry Committee issues regarding bud worm infestation in stands of 
Vilas County jack pine, which will be cause for an accelerated harvest plan.  This infestation will 
also cause increased re-planting costs and reduced timber revenues in upcoming years..
E. Bluthardt reported that the next Library Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 
28, 2007, at the Presque Isle Library.  He further stated that the County library budget would be 
discussed at that meeting and invited all to attend.
R. De Bruyne reported that the Emergency Operations Center was in need of additional licensed 
ham radio operators.  He also reported that the ATV stakeholders group had held its last meeting 
in May, and that public hearings regarding the proposed Northern Highlands Forest ATV trail 
had been delayed until September 16-18, 2007.
J. Verhulst reported on NR 115 issues.  He stated that 11 Wisconsin counties have gone on 
record opposing the latest NR115 draft, with 6 more counties expected to act on the issue yet this 
month.  He credited Vilas County with leading the county opposition efforts.
A. Bauman reported on a meeting that he attended in Cable, Wisconsin, where the State was 
encouraged to increase funding for LDF tribal aging programs.  He reported that increasing those 
funds to the Tribe could help offset costs to Vilas County.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 The Chair presented a recent letter from our State Assemblyman Dan Meyer, in which Mr. 
Meyer thanked the Vilas County Board for its support of SB-122.  The Chair then presented two 
letters from the DNR announcing recent land purchases in the towns of Boulder Junction and St. 
Germain.
 
PAY PER DIEM
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by J. Verhulst to approve.  All voting aye.  Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by L. Kukanich to adjourn. All voting aye. Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 10:43 A.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


