
Vilas County Board Proceedings                                                                        September 18, 
2007

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was called to order at 9:03 A.M., by 
Chairman Charles Rayala, in the conference rooms at the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court 
St., Eagle River, WI.

The Chairman instructed the Clerk to insert in the minutes the following: “A Public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting at the Vilas County Courthouse, the Olsen Memorial 
Library and Eagle River City Hall. Also, the Vilas County News-Review; the Lakeland Times; 
the Rhinelander Daily News; the Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; 
W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. Radio; and Channel 12 TV were notified by September 4, 2007, more 
than twenty-four hours prior to the meeting.”  The Chair then requested that all present turn off 
their cell phones and pagers for the duration of the meeting.

The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call found the following members present: Charles Ahlborn, John Annin, Maynard Bedish, 
Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Steven Doyen, Bob Egan, Stephan 
Favorite, Jack Harrison, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Fred Radtke, 
Kathleen Rushlow, James Spring, Linda Thorpe, Jay Verhulst, Craig Weberg and Charles 
Rayala.  The Clerk reported  20 Supervisors in attendance.  A quorum of the County Board was 
present.  Alden Bauman joined the meeting at 9:13 A.M.

Motion by S. Doyen, seconded by J. Verhulst to approve the agenda to be discussed in any order 
at the Chair=s discretion. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Thorpe to approve the minutes of the August 21, 2007  
meeting as presented and to omit the reading thereof. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by L. Kukanich to omit the reading of all resolutions and 
ordinances by the County Clerk, unless otherwise requested. All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by S. Doyen, seconded by L. Kukanich to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post.  
All voting aye. Carried.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances as posted

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

RES. 2007-92
(COUNTY AID CULVERT ON CHURCH RD. – TOWN OF CONOVER)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Annin to adopt.  Discussion. All voting aye. Carried. 



RES. 2007-93
(APPOINT AN AD HOC COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE CREATION OF AN AGING 

AND DISABILITIES RESOURCE CENTER (ADRC) TO SERVE VILAS COUNTY 
RESIDENTS)

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt. Discussion. All voting aye. Carried.

RES. 2007-94
(COMMISSION ON AGING DIRECTOR)

Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by F. Radtke to adopt. Discussion. Motion by J. Verhulst, 
seconded by R. De Bruyne to table until the next County Board meeting (Nov. 13, 2007).  16 
voting aye to table.  5 voting nay:  E. Bluthardt, S. Doyen, S. Favorite, D. Nielsen and F. Radtke.  
Tabled.

RES. 2007-95
(TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND FOR TWO ADDITIONAL PHONE CARDS)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2007-96
(TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND FOR ADDITIONAL AUDITING SERVICES)

Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2007-97
(PURCHASE OF AN IBM UNIX SERVER – SPECIAL PROJECT 2008 BUDGET)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by M. Bedish to adopt. Discussion.  20 voting aye. 1 nay 
vote:   J. Spring.  Carried.

RES. 2007-98
(911 COMMUNICATION CENTER CONSOLE REPLACEMENT AND 

RECONFIGURATION)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by C. Ahlborn 
to table.  Motion to table died for lack of a second.  Discussion.  Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded 
by   K. Rushlow to amend the resolution as follows.  On line 17, after the word “purchase”, 
insert “subject to Law Enforcement Committee approval” so that lines 16 and 17 read in part 
“…that the Sheriff’s Department is authorized to purchase, subject to Law Enforcement 
Committee approval, four consoles and associated equipment…”  All voting aye on the 
amendment.  Amendment carried. 19 voting aye on the resolution as amended.  2 nay votes:  C. 
Ahlborn and J. Spring.  Carried as amended.

RES. 2007-99
(911 MICRODATA MAPPING UPDATE SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried

2007 AMENDMENT #85-220
(RE-ZONING OUT OF WETLAND STATUS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN TOWN 



OF WINCHESTER)
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by J. Annin to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

2007 AMENDMENT #85-221
(RE-ZONING OUT OF WETLAND STATUS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN TOWN 

OF WASHINGTON)
Motion by J. Spring, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

ANNUAL REPORTS 
a.  Veteran Service
b.  Highway
Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by S. Doyen to approve.  3 Supervisors stated that they had not 
received the Veteran Service report in their mailed packets.  The Clerk will provide copies to 
those missing them.  All voting aye.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
E. Bluthardt reported on Library Committee issues regarding the Town of Arbor Vitae. He 
referenced a Lakeland Times article that stated that Arbor Vitae was pursuing association with 
the Plum Lake Library.
R. De Bruyne reported on the proposed ATV trail system involving the western part of Vilas 
County. He introduced Steven Peterson of the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources, who 
provided two handouts to the board members, presented some details regarding this issue, and 
answered questions from board members.
J. Verhulst presented a report regarding a recent Advertising and Economic Development 
Committee meeting that dealt with county fairgrounds issues.  He reported that a majority of 
those persons present at that meeting favored keeping the fairgrounds at its present site for the 
time being.
J. Verhulst also reported that the state budget process is still in a state of deadlock.  
K. Rushlow reported on the recent Audit Report provided to the Finance Committee, in which 
the auditor stated that Vilas County was in good financial shape.  She also reminded all in 
attendance that the Finance Committee 2008 budget hearings would be held on October 29 and 
30, 2008.  She urged all to attend.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
S. Doyen requested that the Chair instruct the proper committee of jurisdiction to look into the 
issue of inter-departmental billings regarding zoning permits and other like issues.  J. Verhulst 
suggested that a municipal zoning district be created to exempt the County from charging itself 
zoning permit fees.
The Chair referenced a letter from State Senator Roger Breske, in which the Senator responds to 
some recent County Board resolutions that were sent to him.
 
PAY PER DIEM
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by J. Annin to approve.  All voting aye.  Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by S, Doyen, seconded by J. Verhulst to adjourn. All voting aye. Carried.



Meeting adjourned at 10:29 A.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


