
Vilas County Board Proceedings                                                                        March 18, 2008

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was called to order at 9:00 A.M., by 
Chairman Charles Rayala, in the conference rooms located in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 
Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

The Chairman instructed the Clerk to insert into the minutes the following: AA Public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting at the Vilas County Courthouse, the Olson Memorial 
Library and Eagle River City Hall.  Also, the Vilas County News-Review; the Lakeland Times; 
the Rhinelander Daily News; the Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; 
W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. Radio; and Channel 12 TV were notified by March 17, 2008, more 
than twenty-four hours prior to the meeting.@  The Chair then requested that all present silence 
their cell phones and pagers for the duration of the meeting.

The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call found the following members present:  John Annin, Maynard Bedish, Edward 
Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Steven Doyen, Bob Egan, Stephan Favorite, 
Jack Harrison, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Fred Radtke, Kathleen 
Rushlow, James Spring, Linda Thorpe, Jay Verhulst, Craig Weberg and Charles Rayala.  Alden 
Bauman previously asked to be excused.   Steven Doyen was absent.  The Clerk reported 19 
Supervisors in attendance.  A quorum of the County Board was present.  

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by C. Ahlborn to approve the agenda to be discussed in any 
order at the Chair’s discretion. All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by J. Annin, seconded by L. Kukanich  to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2008  
special meeting as presented and to omit the reading thereof.  All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by G. Ciszek, seconded by M. Bedish to omit the reading of resolutions and ordinances 
by the Clerk unless requested from the floor.  All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by C. Ahlborn, seconded by D. Nielsen to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post.  
All voting aye.  Carried.

S. Favorite presented a letter of thanks to the Vilas County Board from the Unified Lower Eagle 
River Chain of Lakes Commission, regarding the recent passage of a County Board resolution 
authorizing a short term loan to that commission.

Cindy Burzinski presented a program detailing the results of the 2007 Musky Marathon.  Award 
plaques were presented to the recipients present by the Advertising & Economic Development 
Chair and Vice-Chair. 

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances as posted



ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK=S OFFICE.

RES. 2008-18
(2008 AUTHORIZATION FOR THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE 

ATTACHMENTS FOR THREE NEW PATROL TRUCKS)
Motion by J. Annin, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-19
(RETAINING A CONSULTANT TO COMPLETE A SPACE NEEDS STUDY FOR 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES WING)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion. A ⅔ positive majority 
vote is required for passage. 13 voting aye. 6 voting nay: E. Bluthardt, L. Kukanich, D. Nielsen,              
F. Radtke, J. Spring and J. Verhulst.  Carried.

At this time the Lac Du Flambeau Tribe Juvenile Intake Director, John Young, explained the 
work of his organization, and presented a grant opportunity that he stated could significantly help 
lower juvenile out of home placement costs for the Tribe and Vilas County.  This grant would 
require a letter of sponsorship and a possible future financial commitment from Vilas County.
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by R. De Bruyne to forward that sponsorship request to the 
Social Services Committee for their consideration and possible action.  All voting aye.  Carried.

At this time  Zoning & Planning Committee Chair C. Ahlborn presented a Certificate of 
Recognition to Kris Main of the Zoning & Planning Department, recognizing her 21 years of 
service as an employee of Vilas County, and wishing her well in her upcoming retirement.

RES. 2008-20
(HIRING ONE PART-TIME JAIL RECORDS SPECIALIST DUE TO VACANCY)

Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion. A ¾ positive majority 
vote is required for passage.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-22
(TRANSFER FROM SEGREGATED HIGHWAY FUND TO 2008 HIGHWAY BUDGET)
This resolution was withdrawn from consideration by the Highway Committee Chair prior to the 
meeting.

RES. 2008-23
(APPLICATION FOR WITHDRAWAL OF COUNTY FOREST LAND FROM THE 
COUNTY FOREST LAW, WIS. STAT., §28.11, FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRADING 

FOR OTHER LANDS AND MOVING THE BALL DIAMONDS FROM THE 
FAIRGROUNDS)

Motion by B. Egan, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.



RES. 2008-24
(APPROVAL OF TOWN OF LAC DU FLAMBEAU AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 

93-4)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-21
(2008 RURAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY GRANT)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by B. Egan to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by F. Radtke to amend the resolution beginning at line number 23 to read as follows: 
23)  Expansion line item #100.55632.627 outlay account to be earmarked for matching funds for 
24)  the grant, if approved, as described above.  All disbursements from this outlay account shall 
25)  first be approved by the County Board.
Discussion.  All voting aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  Discussion.  A ⅔ positive 
majority vote is required for passage. 18 voting aye on the resolution as amended.  1 nay vote:   
D. Nielsen.  Carried.

RES. 2008-25
(ACCEPTANCE OF VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSISTANCE GRANT)

Motion by B. Egan, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-26
(2009-2012 SALARIES FOR CERTAIN VILAS COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by B. Egan to adopt.  Discussion.  15 voting aye.  4 voting nay:
L. Kukanich, J. Spring, J. Verhulst and C. Weberg.  Carried.

RES. 2008-27
(2008-2010 CONTRACT FOR VILAS COUNTY HIGHWAY/FORESTRY EMPLOYEES 

LOCAL 389, WPPA/LEER)
Motion by  J. Annin, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  14 voting aye.  5 voting nay:
R. De Bruyne, L. Kukanich, J. Spring, J. Verhulst and C. Weberg.  Carried.

RES. 2008-28
(JUVENILE INTAKE SUPERVISOR)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  A ¾ positive majority vote 
is required for passage.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-29
(JUVENILE INTAKE WORKER VACANCY)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  A ¾ positive majority 
vote is required for passage.  All voting aye.  Carried.
 

RES. 2008-30



(CORRECTIONS SERGEANT AND SUBORDINATE POSITION IN SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT)

Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  A ¾ positive majority vote 
is required for passage.  17 voting aye.  2 voting nay:  L. Kukanich and J. Spring.  Carried.

RES. 2008-31
(LAKE CONSERVATION SPECIALIST POSITION)

Motion by J. Annin, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by R. De Bruyne, 
seconded by F. Radtke to amend the resolution by adding line number 23 to read as follows:
23)  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that should Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) funding cease, this position shall then 
come before the Vilas County Board for reconsideration.
All voting aye on the amendment.  Carried.  Discussion.  A ¾ positive majority vote is required 
for passage. All voting aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.

RES. 2008-32
(STANDING RULES AND COMMITTEE DUTIES)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by J. Verhulst, to amend the standing rules by adding the attached “Duties of the Vilas 
County Communication Committee” to the standing rules where appropriate.  All voting aye on 
the amendment.  Carried. 
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by C. Ahlborn to amend Section III, Line 15 of the standing 
rules to read as follows:  Personnel (5 6 members).  All voting aye on the amendment.  Carried. 
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by S. Favorite to amend “The Duties of Vilas County 
Committees”, Line 11a, by adding the following language at the end of the current paragraph.     
If  2 or more committee meetings occur within the same half of a day, the committee member 
shall only be entitled to one per diem at the $50 rate.  All voting aye on the amendment.  Carried. 
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by J. Verhulst, to further amend  “The Duties of Vilas County 
Committees”, Line 11a, by adding the following language at the end of the current paragraph.  
Any single committee meeting exceeding 4 hours in length shall entitle the committee member to 
one  per diem at the $75 rate.  18 voting aye on the amendment.  1 voting nay: M. Bedish.  
Carried.  Discussion.  All voting aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.  

RES. 2008-33
(FIRE ALARM INSTALLATION IN SOCIAL SERVICES WING)

Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by E. 
Bluthardt, seconded by J. Spring to postpone any action regarding Resolution 2008-33 until after 
a decision is made concerning the future of the Social Services wing.  Discussion. 18 voting aye 
to postpone.  1 voting nay:  R. De Bruyne.  Resolution is postponed as stipulated.

RES. 2008-34
(OPPOSITION OF H.R. 2421, THE CLEAN WATER RESTORATION ACT OF 2007)

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by C. Ahlborn to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-35



(VILAS COUNTY CHILD DEATH REVIEW TEAM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2008-36
(GRANT APPLICATION FOR SHIP (STATE HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM) FUNDS)
Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  18 voting aye.  1 voting 
nay:  M. Bedish.  Carried.

RES.2008-37
(STATE FUNDING FOR MENTAL HEALTH INPATIENT TREATMENT)

Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-38
(REST LAKE DAM)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by J. Verhulst to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-39
(APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE TO LONG LAKE OF PHELPS 

LAKE DISTRICT)
Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by J. Annin to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

APPROVAL FOR 2008 LIST OF FIRE WARDENS
C. Rayala recused himself from any discussion or action regarding this issue.  Motion by D. 
Nielsen, seconded by K. Rushlow to approve the 2008 list as presented.  Discussion.  All voting 
aye.  Carried.

ANNUAL REPORTS – ZONING & PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by J. Spring to approve the report as presented.  All voting 
aye.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
R. De Bruyne gave a report regarding the Northwoods Dental Project, which included a handout 
given to all Supervisors present.
J. Verhuslt reported on a recent Wisconsin Counties Association (WCA) committee meeting held 
in Stevens Point, WI, regarding NR115.  He stated that the latest DNR draft of this rule would 
not be ready for public comment for at least 2 months.  He further reported on a Board of 
Adjustment training session facilitated by the WCA, which he recommends that Vilas County 
use for local  Board of Adjustment training in the future.
F. Radtke announced that a director had been hired for the Commission on Aging.  This person 
will begin his employment on March 31, 2008.
C. Ahlborn reported that the Zoning & Planning Committee would again be holding public 
hearings regarding the shorelands building density issue.
B. Egan reported on attendance at the recent Governor’s Tourism Conference. He further 
commended the Advertising & Economic Development staff for their excellent work.



LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Chair thanked J. Spring and C. Weberg for their service to the Vilas County Board.  This 
was the last County Board meeting for both  Supervisors, as they each have decided not to seek 
an additional term in office.

PAY PER DIEM
Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by J. Harrison to approve.  All voting aye.  Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by J. Verhulst, seconded by L. Thorpe to adjourn.  All voting aye. Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 12:09 P.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


