
Vilas County Board Proceedings                                                                            April 15, 2008

This organizational meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors began at 9:00 A.M., in the 
conference rooms located in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

Circuit Court Judge Neal Nielsen III administered the Oath of Office to all 21 elected 
Supervisors in attendance.

A short recess was called at this time to allow the County Board of Supervisors to be 
photographed.

At 9:15  A.M. Chairman Charles Rayala, Jr. called the meeting to order and instructed the Clerk 
to insert into the minutes the following: AA Public meeting notice was given to the public by 
posting at the Vilas County Courthouse, the Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City Hall.  
Also, the Vilas County News-Review; the Lakeland Times; the Rhinelander Daily News; the 
Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. Radio; and 
Channel 12 TV were notified by April 11, 2008, more than twenty-four hours prior to the 
meeting.@  The Chair then requested that all present silence their cell phones and pagers for the 
duration of the meeting.

The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Clerk then read aloud the Vilas County Board Certificate of Membership for the term 
beginning April 15, 2008.
Supervisor District #1: JOHN ANNIN representing the Town of Land O'Lakes and Conover, 
Ward 3; Supervisor District #2: JACK HARRISON representing the Towns of Presque Isle and 
Winchester; Supervisor District #3: CHARLES RAYALA, JR. representing the Towns of 
Boulder Junction, Ward 2, Manitowish Waters and Arbor Vitae, Ward 4; Supervisor District #4: 
DENNIS NIELSEN representing the Town of Boulder Junction, Ward 1, and the Town of Plum 
Lake, Ward 1; Supervisor District #5: CHARLES AHLBORN  representing the Town of Arbor 
Vitae, Ward 1; Supervisor District #6: ERV TEICHMILLER representing the Town of Arbor 
Vitae, Ward 2; Supervisor District #7: RONALD DE BRUYNE representing the Town of Arbor 
Vitae, Ward 3; Supervisor District #8: CHRISTOPHER MAYER representing the Town of 
Lac du Flambeau, Ward 3; Supervisor District #9: GENE CISZEK representing the Town of 
Lac du Flambeau, Ward 1; Supervisor District #10: ALDEN B. BAUMAN representing the 
Town of Lac du Flambeau, Ward 2; Supervisor District #11: FRED  RADTKE representing the 
Town of St. Germain, Ward 1; Supervisor District #12: MARY PLATNER representing the 
Town St. Germain, Ward 2; Supervisor District #13: STEPHEN FAVORITE representing the 
Towns of Cloverland and Plum  Lake, Ward 2; Supervisor District #14: MAYNARD BEDISH 
representing the Towns of Conover, Ward 1; Supervisor District #15: SIG HJEMVICK 
representing the Towns of Phelps, Ward 2 and Conover, Ward 2; Supervisor District #16: 
ROBERT EGAN representing the Towns of Phelps, Ward 1 and Washington, Ward 2; 
Supervisor District #17: JAMES BEHLING representing the Towns of Washington, Ward 1 
and Lincoln, Ward 3; Supervisor District #18: LEON KUKANICH representing the Town of 
Lincoln, Ward 2 and the City of Eagle River, Ward 4 and 5; Supervisor District #19: LINDA L. 
THORPE representing the City of Eagle River, Wards 1, 2 & 3; Supervisor District #20: 



EDWARD BLUTHARDT, JR. representing the Town of Lincoln, Ward 4 and Washington, 
Ward 3; Supervisor District #21: KATHLEEN F. RUSHLOW representing the Town of 
Lincoln, Ward 1.

Roll call found the following members present:  Charles Ahlborn, John Annin, Alden Bauman, 
Maynard Bedish, James Behling, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob 
Egan, Stephan Favorite, Jack Harrison, Sig Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, 
Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke, Kathleen Rushlow, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe 
and Charles Rayala.  The Clerk reported 21 Supervisors in attendance.  A quorum of the County 
Board was present.  

RES. 2008-40
(ADOPTION OF STANDING RULES AND COMMITTEE DUTIES FOR VILAS 

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS)
Motion by S. Favorite, seconded C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by R. De Bruyne to amend chapter V. Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
by adding a 4th paragraph to read as follows:  
4.  The Local Emergency Planning Committee shall be the approving authority for all security 
and emergency response grants and emergency management salary grants applied for by the 
Emergency Management Department, as long as the grant requires no matching funds.  
All voting aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by E. Teichmiller to amend the resolution to allow the 
separation of the Advertising and Economic Development Committee into two distinct 
committees of 5 members each.  In addition the Advertising Committee shall be renamed Vilas 
County Tourism and Publicity Committee.  All voting aye on the amendment.  Amendment 
carried.  All voting aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.

At this time an election was held by majority vote of the Board for a permanent Chairman.  The 
Chair called for nominations from the floor.

J. Annin nominated Charles Rayala, Jr.
C. Mayer nominated Stephen Favorite.

After 3 additional calls by the Chair nominations were closed.
A written ballot yielded the following result:

Charles Rayala, Jr.  10
Stephan Favorite     11

Charles Rayala, Jr. yielded the Board Chairmanship to Stephan Favorite, who as newly elected 
Chairman of the Vilas County Board, assumed leadership of the remainder of the meeting.

At this time an election was held by majority vote of the Board for a permanent Vice-Chairman.  
The Chair called for nominations from the floor.

E. Bluthardt nominated Alden Bauman.
L. Thorpe nominated Kathleen Rushlow.

After 3 additional calls by the Chair nominations were closed.  
A written ballot yielded the following result:

Alden Bauman          9
Kathleen Rushlow  12



Kathleen Rushlow retained the position of Vice-Chairman of the Vilas County Board.

At this time an election was held by majority vote of the Board for a permanent 2nd Vice-
Chairman.
The Chair called for nominations from the floor.

L. Thorpe nominated Ronald De Bruyne.
D. Nielsen nominated Edward Bluthardt, Jr.

After 3 additional calls by the Chair nominations were closed.
A written ballot yielded the following result:

Ronald De Bruyne        11
Edward Bluthardt, Jr.   10

Ronald De Bruyne retained the position of 2nd Vice-Chairman of the Vilas County Board.

At this time an election was held by plurality vote of the Board for a Highway Committee to 
consist of 5 members.  The Chair called for nominations from the floor.

A. Bauman nominated Jack Harrison.
M. Platner nominated Fred Radtke.
E. Bluthardt nominated Alden Bauman.
B. Egan nominated Ronald De Bruyne.
L. Thorpe nominated John Annin.
J. Harrison nominated Maynard Bedish
J. Harrison nominated Charles Rayala, Jr.

After 3 additional calls by the Chair nominations were closed.
A signed, written ballot yielded the following result:

Jack Harrison          17
Alden Bauman        16
John Annin              14
Maynard Bedish      14
Charles Rayala, Jr.  14
Fred Radtke              6
Ronald De Bruyne    5

Supervisors Jack Harrison, Alden Bauman, John Annin, Maynard Bedish and Charles Rayala, Jr. 
were elected members of the Highway Committee.

The Chair then called for the following motions:

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by C. Mayer to approve the agenda to be discussed in any order 
at the Chair’s discretion. All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by J. Annin, seconded by D. Nielsen  to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2008,  
meeting as presented and to omit the reading thereof.  All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Rayala to omit the reading of resolutions and ordinances 
by the Clerk unless requested from the floor.  All voting aye. Carried.



Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by J. Annin to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post.  
All voting aye.  Carried.
Public Health Department Director Regina Egan and Chairman Favorite then presented 
Employee Recognition Certificates to 24 employees.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances as posted
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK=S OFFICE.

RES. 2008-41
(PURCHASE OF 4-CHANNEL BASE RADIOS WITH EMERGENCY WEATHER 

ALERT CAPABILITIES)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2008-42
(2008-2010 INCREASE IN WAGES FOR NON-REPRESENTED HOURLY 

EMPLOYEES)
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt.  Discussion. All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-43
(2008 INCREASE IN SALARY FOR NON-REPRESENTED SALARIED EMPLOYEES)

Motion by J. Annin, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt.  Discussion. Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by L. Thorpe to amend the resolution by removing the position of Chief Deputy from 
inclusion in the resolution.  All voting aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  All voting 
aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.

RES. 2008-44
(LEASE – XEROX WC7335P WORK CENTER)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by B. Egan to adopt.  Discussion.  13 voted aye on the 
resolution. 8 voted nay:  C. Ahlborn, A. Bauman, J. Behling, E. Bluthardt, L. Kukanich, D. 
Nielsen, F. Radtke and E. Teichmiller.  Carried

RES. 2008-45
(SHERIFF’S SHIFT LIEUTENANT AND SUBORDINATE POSITION IN SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  A ¾ positive majority 
vote is required for passage.  All voting aye.  Carried.

GENERAL CODE OF VILAS COUNTY
ORDINANCE 2008-1A

(CHAPTER 9 PUBLIC PEACE AND ORDER)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by C. Rayala to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by C. Ahlborn, 
seconded by E. Teichmiller to postpone action on the resolution and refer it back to the 
Legislative & Judicial Committee.  12 voted aye to postpone action on the resolution as 



described.  9 voted nay to postpone:  J. Behling, E. Bluthardt, G. Ciszek, B. Egan, S. Hjemvick, 
C. Mayer, D. Nielsen,            F. Radtke and L. Thorpe.  Carried.

AMENDMENT NO. 85-223
(PROPOSED NON-METALLIC MINING RECLAMATION ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENTS)
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  20 voted aye.  1 nay 
vote:   R. De Bruyne.  Carried.

APPOINTMENTS TO COP – LONG TERM SUPPORT
The Chair read aloud a letter from Social Services Director Gregory Schiek, Sr. recommending 
the removal of the following persons from the COP-Long Term Support Committee due to their 
inability to regularly attend committee meetings:
Ann Cleereman, Mary Peterson, Ray Bricco, Lorene Schertzl and Diane Bluthardt.
It was further recommended that Joe Fortmann and Jeanie Plunkett be added to the committee 
roster.
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Rayala to approve the removals and the appointments.  
All voting aye.  Carried.

APPOINTMENT TO LEPC
The Chair read aloud a letter from Northeast Region Emergency Management Director Rob 
Rude announcing the retirement of Pat Van Acker from Eagle River Memorial Hospital and the 
Vilas County LEPC Committee, and further recommending that she be replaced on that 
committee by John Ruhnke, EMS Director for Howard Young Medical Center and Eagle River 
Memorial Hospital.   
Motion by E. Teichmiller, seconded by G. Ciszek to approve the appointment.  All voting aye.  
Carried. 

ANNUAL REPORTS: 
CHILD SUPPORT
FORESTRY, RECREATION AND LAND
REGISTER OF DEEDS
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by K. Rushlow to approve the 3 reports as presented.  All voting 
aye. Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
K. Rushlow of  the Finance and Budget Committee reported that Ann Cleereman of the Human 
Services Center would be at the next full County Board meeting to present a report regarding that 
agency.  A current financial report of that agency was provided to each member at this meeting, 
with the request to review it and bring it along to the next meeting for discussion.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 



E. Teichmiller thanked C. Rayala for serving as Board Chairman for the past 6 years.  He also 
thanked his predecessor J. Verhulst for his service in office, and further recommended that the 
other Supervisors who did not return be given letters of thanks from the Board.
F. Radtke and M. Platner both urged the Board and the Zoning Committee to take action 
regarding   adoption of a sign ordinance for Vilas County.
The Chair announced that the Wisconsin Counties Association would be holding a County 
Officials Workshop on Thursday, May 15, 2008 in Rhinelander, WI.  He urged all new and re-
elected members of the Board to attend, and authorized mileage and per diem for those that 
partake of this workshop.  Applications should be given to the Clerk’s office.
K. Rushlow reminded the Board members that the Wisconsin Counties Association Annual 
Convention would be held in October, 2008.  She said that 10 members would be allowed to 
attend.
Applications should be given to the Clerk’s office.

COUNTY BOARD GOALS, VIEWS & OBJECTIVES; CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS
At this time newly elected Vilas County Board Chairman Stephan Favorite addressed the Board.
He then requested that each Board member provide him with a list of preferred committee 
assignments if they already hadn’t done so.

PAY PER DIEM
Motion by F. Radtke, seconded by C. Mayer to approve.  All voting aye.  Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Rayala to adjourn.  All voting aye. Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 11:51 A.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


