
Vilas County Board Proceedings                                                                         November 12, 
2008

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors began at 9:00 A.M., in the conference 
rooms located in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

County Board Chairman Stephen Favorite called the meeting to order and instructed the Clerk to 
read aloud and insert into the minutes the following: AA Public meeting notice was given to the 
public by posting at the Vilas County Courthouse, the Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River 
City Hall.  Also, the Vilas County News-Review; the Lakeland Times; the Rhinelander Daily 
News; the Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. 
Radio; and Channel 12 TV were notified by November 7, 2008, more than twenty-four hours 
prior to the meeting.@  The Clerk then requested that all present silence their cell phones and 
pagers for the duration of the meeting.

The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call found the following members present:   Emil Bakka, Maynard Bedish, James Behling, 
Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Jack Harrison, Sig Hjemvick, 
Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke, Charles Rayala, 
Jr., Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and Stephen Favorite.   
Alden Bauman previously notified the Clerk that he would be late.  The Clerk reported 20 
Supervisors in attendance.  A quorum of the County Board was present.  

The Chairman then called for the following motions:

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by J. Harrison to approve the agenda to be discussed in any order 
at the Chair’s discretion. All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by L Thorpe, seconded by E. Bluthardt to approve the minutes of the September 16, 
2008 meeting as presented.  All voting aye.  Carried.

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Kukanich to omit the reading of resolutions and 
ordinances by  the Clerk unless requested from the floor.  All voting aye. Carried.

Motion by L Thorpe, seconded by C. Rayala to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post.  
All voting aye.  Carried.

At this time Unified Lower Eagle River Chain of Lakes Commission member Carol Hendricks 
presented two checks to Finance & Budget Committee Chairwoman K. Rushlow in the amounts 
of $75,000.00 and $1,280.76, respectively.  The checks represent full repayment to Vilas County 
of principal and interest amounts stemming from a short term loan made to the commission by 
the County.  Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by K. Rushlow to refer the issue of forgiving the 
interest charges levied to the Finance & Budget Committee.  All voting aye.  Carried.  S. 
Favorite abstained from voting.



County Conservationist Carolyn Scholl introduced Kyle Radtke, middle school division winner 
of the Conservation Poster Award. She then introduced the winners of the Conservation Speakers 
award.  6th grader Walker Levan was the winner of the Elementary Division and 7th grader 
Catherine Graf was the winner of the Junior Division.  Both youngsters recited their speeches to 
the Board.

Alden Bauman joined the meeting at 9:20 A.M.

Due to the unavoidable absence of UW-Extension Director Nancy Miller, the Clerk, on her 
behalf, gave a brief presentation of the Vilas Visions program.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances in the order as posted.
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK=S OFFICE.

RES. 2008-113
(CANCEL 2005 THROUGH 2007 TAXES IN THE TOWN OF ST. GERMAIN)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-114
(TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR EXTENSION OF COURTHOUSE 

BOILER SMOKESTACKS)
Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion. A ⅔ majority positive vote 
is required for adoption.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-115
(TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR JUROR, BAILIFF AND WITNESS 

FEES)
Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by F. Radtke to amend the resolution by replacing the amount of $5,000.00 as listed in 
lines 4, 7 and 13 of the resolution with the amount of $7,500.00.  All voting aye on the 
amendment.  Amendment carried.  A ⅔ majority positive vote is required for adoption.  All 
voting aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.

RES. 2008-116
(TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY BUDGET)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  A ⅔ majority positive 
vote is required for adoption.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-117
(HEALTH INSURNACE COBRA FUNDS – TRANFER OF FUNDS FROM GENERAL 

FUND)
Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  A ⅔ majority positive 
vote is required for adoption.  All voting aye.  Carried.



RES. 2008-118
(EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR SALARY)

The Chairman announced that this resolution had been removed from consideration by its author.

RES. 2008-119
(APPLICATION FOR SHIP PERFORMANCE GRANT FUNDS)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2008-120
(HIRING ONE TELECOMMUNICATOR DUE TO A VACANCY)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by R. Sitzberger to adopt.  Discussion.  A ¾ majority 
positive vote is required for adoption.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-121
(COUNTY LOAN FOR EAGLE RIVER AIRPORT EXPANSION PROJECT)

Motion by B. Egan, seconded by C. Rayala to adopt.  Discussion.  A ⅔ majority vote is required 
for passage.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-122
(COUNTY-TRIBAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT 2009)

Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by S. Hjemvick to adopt.  Discussion All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-124
(HUMAN SERVICES BOARD COMPOSITION)

Motion by E. Teichmiller, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by C. Rayala, 
seconded by R. De Bruyne to amend the resolution as follows:
Line 18:  Residents of Forest County  -  3   4
Line 20:  Residents of Vilas County    -  5   4
18 voting aye on the amendment.  3 voting no:  M. Bedish, D. Nielsen and F. Radtke 
Amendment carried.  18 voting aye on the resolution as amended.  3 voting no:  M. Bedish, D. 
Nielsen and F. Radtke.  Carried.

K. Rushlow excused herself from the meeting at 9:50 A.M.

RES. 2008-125
(STATE OF WISCONSIN DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH DENTAL GRANT)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

RES. 2008-126
(COUNTY FOREST VARIABLE ACREAGE SHARE PAYMENT)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.



RES. 2008-127
(ANNUAL FOREST ADMINSTRATOR GRANT WORK PLAN)

Motion by B. Egan, seconded by E. Bakka to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-128
(TRANSPORT OF AQUATIC PLANTS)

Motion by M. Platner, seconded by S. Hjemvick to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

RES. 2008-129
(SANITARY FEE SCHEDULE INCREASE)

Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

 AMENDMENT NO. 85-228
(ROBERT SCHMIDT PROPERTY CHANGE OF WETLAND ZONING DISTRICT TO 

NON-WETLAND STATUS)
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  All voting aye.  Carried.

K. Rushlow returned to the meeting at 10:25 A.M.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
L. Thorpe reported on Tourism & Publicity Committee efforts to promote the work 
accomplished  by County departments.
D. Nielsen reported that the Restorative Justice Program processed 400 contacts and 77 referrals 
through October, 2008.
G. Ciszek gave a written report concerning an Open Meetings Law presentation that he attended 
at the WCA Fall Conference.
E. Teichmiller reported that the ADRC/Human Service Ad Hoc Committee had met and had 
toured ADRC facilities in two other counties.  He also reported on how the recent economic 
downturn had affected local senior citizens.
R. Egan reported on a recent State conducted inspection of the County Jail facilities.  He reported 
that the kitchen area was described as a “showplace” and that the conditions in the jail proper 
were described as “excellent” and exhibited “consistent attention to detail”.  He thanked CBM 
Kitchen Manager Kathleen Rushlow and Jail Administrator Tim Evenson.  He also reported that 
the Economic Development Committee had taken part in a recent Entrepreneurial Boot Camp 
that produced 14 business plans.
F. Radtke announced that he had been elected the District 7 Chairman of the Coalition of 
Wisconsin Aging Groups (CWAG).

APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION ON AGING
The Chairman announced his appointment of Shirley Haws and June Wedell to the Commission 
on Aging.  Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Mayer to approve the appointments.  All 
voting aye.  Carried.



APPOINTMENTS TO THE LEPC COMMITTEE
The Chairman announced that Michelle Fenske, representing the American Red Cross, and 
Cindy Burzinski, Vilas County Public Information Officer, were the designated appointees to the 
LEPC Committee.  Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by L. Thorpe to approve the appointments.  
All voting aye.  Carried.

APPOINTMENTS TO THE HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Chairman announced the following appointments to the Vilas County Highway Safety 
Committee.

Voting members:
James Fisher Leon Kukanich Russ Kennedy
Vilas Patrol Superintendant Kate Goodman Christine Caz
Martha Milanowski Dennis Bedish Patti Nelles
Chris Droes Mark Vander Bloomen
Non-voting advisory members:
Scott Maciosek Dick Stoegbauer
Alternate:
Mike Richie

Motion by S. Hjemvick, seconded by C. Rayala to approve the appointments.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

APPOINTMENTS TO THE NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL PLANNING 
COMMISSION
The Chairman announced his appointment of County Supervisors Bob Egan and Ralph 
Sitzberger as Vilas County representatives to the North Central Regional Planning Commission, 
effective January 1st, 2009.  Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by M. Bedish to approve the 
appointments.  All voting aye.  Carried.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Chairman announced that County Board Vice Chair Kathleen Rushlow had been appointed 
by the Wisconsin Counties Association to the WCA Taxation & Finance Steering Committee.  
He also announced that County Board Supervisor Charles Rayala had been appointed by the 
Wisconsin Counties Association to the WCA Transportation & Steering Committee.
The Chairman then read aloud a letter from Social Services Director Greg Schiek informing the 
Chair of the death of COP Committee member Fred Kastner.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL AFTER BUDGET HEARING
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adjourn until after the Budget Hearing.  All 
voting aye. Carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:55 A.M.
The Chairman called for a short recess at this time.

ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING



The Chairman called the Annual Budget Hearing to order at 11:08 A.M.
Roll call found the following members present:   Emil Bakka, Alden Bauman, Maynard Bedish, 
James Behling, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Jack 
Harrison, Sig Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, 
Fred Radtke, Charles Rayala, Jr., Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda 
Thorpe and Stephen Favorite.   The Clerk reported 21 Supervisors in attendance.  A quorum of 
the County Board was present.  

PRESENTATION OF 2009 VILAS COUNTY BUDGET
The Chairman expressed his viewpoint regarding the budgeting process and then presented the 
2009 Vilas County Budget, and asked Finance & Budget Chairwoman K. Rushlow to lead the 
discussion.  Various County Board members asked for clarification regarding different sections 
of the budget.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
The Chairman called for public comment regarding the proposed 2009 budget. Comments were 
then accepted from members of the audience. Two additional calls for  public comment were 
made, and hearing nothing further, the Chairman closed the public comment period.

RECONVENE REGULAR COUNTY BOARD MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
ACTION ON THE 2009 VILAS COUNTY BUDGET
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by J. Harrison to reconvene the adjourned November 12, 2008 
County Board meeting.  All voting aye.  Carried.  Meeting reconvened at 11:39 A.M.

RES. 2008-123
(2009 BUDGET AND AUTHORIZATION FOR PROPERTY TAX LEVY)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by C. Rayala to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by L. Thorpe to amend the resolution by reducing the amount that is to be taken from 
the General Fund to buy down the levy by $3,810.91.  Discussion.  All voting aye on the 
amendment.  Amendment carried.  18 voting aye on the resolution as amended.  3 voting no:  A. 
Bauman, E. Bluthardt and F. Radtke.  Carried.

2009 Budget
Grand Total Expenditures  $ 24,604,872.84
Less All Revenues                             $ 11,095,070.49
Less Funds From General Fund        $   1,391,196.44
Less Exempt Computer Aid             $          3,810.91
2009 Approved Net Expense (Levy)   $ 12,114,695.00          Rate $1.53 per M.

PAY PER DIEM
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by L. Kukanich to approve payment of per diem.  All voting aye.  
Carried.

ADJOURNMENT



Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by J. Harrison to adjourn.  All voting aye.  Carried.
Meeting adjourned at 11:52 A.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


