
VILAS COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS                                                     APRIL 21, 
2009

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was held in the conference rooms located 
in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

CALL TO ORDER
County Board Chairman Stephen Favorite called the assembly to order at 9:00 A.M. and 
instructed the Clerk to read aloud and insert into the minutes the following: AA Public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting on the bulletin boards in the hall by the main entrance 
to the Vilas County Courthouse, Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City Hall. The Vilas 
County News-Review; the Rhinelander Daily News;  the Lakeland Times;  the Ironwood Daily 
Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.L.S.L Radio; W.H.D.G. Radio; and Channel 12 TV 
were notified on April 17, 2009 more than twenty-four hours prior to the meeting.@ The Clerk 
then requested that all present silence their cell phones and pagers for the duration of the 
meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL
Roll call found the following members present:  Emil Bakka, Alden Bauman, Edward Bluthardt, 
Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Jack Harrison, Sig Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, 
Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke, Kathleen Rushlow,                   
Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and Stephen Favorite. James Behling and 
Charles Rayala, Jr. were both excused.  Maynard Bedish was absent. The Clerk reported 18 
Supervisors in attendance, constituting a quorum of the County Board.    

The Chairman then called for the following motions:

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED IN ANY ORDER
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by R. Sitzberger to approve the agenda to be discussed in any 
order at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 24, 2009 MEETING
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Thorpe to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2009 
meeting as presented. All voted aye. Carried.

OMIT READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES BY THE COUNTY 
CLERK UNLESS REQUESTED
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by R. Sitzberger to omit the reading of all resolutions and 
ordinances by the Clerk, unless requested from the floor. All voted aye. Carried.

SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACT ON ANY RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCE 
RECEIVED AFTER THE TEN DAY DEADLINE



Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by K. Rushlow to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post. All 
voted aye. Carried.

Supervisor M. Bedish joined the meeting at 9:07 A.M.

CIRCUIT COURT ACTIVITIES – JUDGE NEAL NIELSEN.
Beginning at 9:08 A.M., Circuit Court Judge Neal Nielsen presented a State of the County Court 
program.  He spoke concerning the various tasks and caseloads that his court is experiencing.  
This was followed by questions from the County Board members.  Judge Nielsen’s presentation 
concluded at 9:53 A.M.

Due to individuals waiting in the audience wishing to testify concerning Resolution 2009-40, the 
Chairman chose to bring that resolution to the floor for consideration at this time.

RES. 2009-40
(FAMILIES FIRST PROGRAM SUPPORT)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by E. Bluthardt to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

PRESENTATION BY COMMISSION ON AGING BENEFIT SPECIALIST – CONNIE 
GENGLE.
Beginning at 10:09 A.M., Commission on Aging Benefit Specialist Connie Gengle presented a 
slide show detailing the services that the Benefit Specialist provides to the senior citizens of 
Vilas County.  Her presentation ended at 10:27 A.M.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances in the order as posted.
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK=S OFFICE.

RES. 2009-23
(AMENDMENT OF STANDING RULES FOR VILAS COUNTY)
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-31
(GRANT PROPOSAL TO THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM FOR 
“ORIGINAL GANGSTER’S PARADISE,” A MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
PLAN)
Motion by E. Bakka, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-32
(LAND O’ LAKES LAKELAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT)
Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-33



(SUPPORT WISCONSIN SMOKE-FREE AIR)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Bluthardt to adopt. Discussion. 14 voted aye. 5 voted no:      
E. Bakka, G. Ciszek, C. Mayer, F. Radtke and R. Sitzberger.  Carried.

RES. 2009-34
(WISCONSIN OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE GRANT FUNDS)
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by B. Egan to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-35
(CANCEL 2006 AND 2007 TAXES IN THE TOWN OF BOULDER JUNCTION)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-36
(APPLICATION FOR WISCONSIN LAND INFORMATION PROGRAM GRANTS-IN-
AID TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS)
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-37
(OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED MUZZELOADER DEER HUNTING SEASON IN LATE 
DECEMBER)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by S. Hjemvick to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-38
(ORGANIZATION BORROWING RESOLUTION)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt. Discussion. Motion by R. De Bruyne, 
seconded by E. Bluthardt to amend the resolution by adding the following sentence immediately 
under the title of the resolution:  The purpose of this resolution is limited to the procurement and 
use of a Vilas County credit card.  Discussion.  R. De Bruyne and E. Bluthardt  each amended 
their previous motion and second by adding the following additional language to the end of the 
resolution:  Further Resolved, that the authority granted herein is limited to borrowing related to 
the Vilas County credit card and subject to the credit card use policy.  18 voted aye on the 
amendment. 1 no vote: A. Bauman.  Amendment carried.  All voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.  Carried.

RES. 2009-39
(TRANDFER OF FUNDS FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICES FUND)
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-41
(OPPOSING THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSED CHANGES TO INSURANCE LAWS 
AND 2009 SENATE BILL 20)
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2009-42
(HIRING ONE FULL-TIME DEPUTY SHERIFF DUE TO VACANCY)



Motion by J. Harrison, seconded by R. Sitzberger to adopt. Discussion. A ¾ majority positive 
vote is required for adoption. 18 voted aye. 1 no vote:  F. Radtke.  Carried.

RES. 2009-43
(CORRECTIONS SERGEANT AND SUBORDINATE POSITION IN SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT)
Motion by B. Egan, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt. Discussion. A ¾ majority positive vote is 
required for adoption. All voted aye.  Carried.

ANNUAL REPORTS 
A.  CHILD SUPPORT
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by R. Sitzberger to accept the Child Support Department 
report as presented. All voted aye. Carried.
B.  REGISTER OF DEEDS
Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by R. Sitzberger to accept the Register of Deeds report as 
presented. All voted aye. Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
G. Ciszek and D. Nielsen reported on the success of a recent hazardous waste collection conduct 
by the Solid Waste Committee.  They reported a good turnout of individuals wishing to dispose 
of old and unusable medications. F. Radtke reported that area towns were incurring additional 
expenses related to the disposing of recyclables, due to the collapse of prices paid for those 
recycled materials.
L. Thorpe reported that as a member of the Tourism & Promotion Committee, she has been 
attending Vilas Chamber of Commerce meetings. She also announced that a Business Securities 
seminar would soon be held in Boulder Junction, dealing with financial issues.
E. Teichmiller reported on Commission on Aging issues, and recognized Supervisor Radtke’s 
recent appointment as an officer of C.W.A.G.  He also reported on Human Service Center issues, 
including the adverse impacts expected due to the Governor’s proposed budget cuts.
A. Bauman reported that the Wisconsin Department of Transportation had approved the repaving 
of 11 miles of State Highway 70, in the western part of Vilas County.  The project is scheduled 
to begin on May 4, 2009.
C. Mayer reported a 100% increase in Zoning permit applications over this same period last year.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
1. S. Favorite spoke about a recent WCA memo in opposition to the lowering of prevailing wage 
limits, as proposed in the Governor’s budget.
2. S. Favorite announced the inclusion of a property located in the Town of Washington into the 
National Register of Historic Places.
3. S. Favorite reported that Ahlborn Equipment, located in Sayner, Wisconsin, was now offering 
wholesale rates to WCA member counties.
4. S. Favorite announced that Oneida County would possibly be deliberating on a Human 
Services Center related resolution, during their County Board meeting being held this morning.

PAY PER DIEM



Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by C. Mayer to approve payment of per diem. All voted aye. 
Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by G. Ciszek to adjourn. All voting aye. Carried.
Meeting adjourned at 11:42 A.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk


