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VILAS COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS                                             SEPTEMBER 21, 
2010

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was held in the conference  rooms 
located in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chairman Charles Rayala, Jr. called the assembly to order at 9:00 A.M. and 
instructed the Clerk to read aloud and insert into the minutes the following notice: A public 
meeting notice was given to the public by posting on the bulletin boards in the hall by the main 
entrance to the Vilas County Courthouse, Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City Hall. 
The Vilas County News-Review; the Rhinelander Daily News;  the Lakeland Times;  the 
Ironwood Daily Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.C.Y.E Radio, Channel 12 TV and 
News of the Northwoods.net were notified on September 17, 2010 more than twenty-four hours 
prior to the meeting. The Clerk then requested that all present silence their cell phones and 
pagers for the duration of the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL
Roll call found the following members present:  Emil Bakka, Maynard Bedish, James Behling, 
Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Stephen Favorite, Jack Harrison, Sig 
Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke,  
Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and Charles Rayala, Jr.   
Gene Ciszek was previously excused. The Clerk reported 19 Supervisors in attendance, 
constituting a quorum of the County Board.    

The Chairman then called for the following motions:

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED IN ANY ORDER
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by D. Nielsen to approve the agenda, with the order of 
discussion to be at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 31, 2010 MEETING.
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by E. Bluthardt to approve the minutes of the August 31, 2010 
meeting as presented. All voted aye. Carried.

OMIT READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES BY THE COUNTY 
CLERK UNLESS REQUESTED
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by R. Sitzberger to omit the reading of all resolutions and 
ordinances by the Clerk, unless requested from the floor. All voted aye. Carried.
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SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACT ON ANY RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCES 
RECEIVED AFTER THE TEN DAY DEADLINE
Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by J. Harrison to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10-day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post. All 
voted aye. Carried.

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS
County Board Chairman Charles Rayala, Jr. presented his opinion regarding the current 
economic conditions.  He encouraged the County Board to adopt a position of frugality as they 
begin the budgeting process.

CLOSED SESSION
Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by E. Bluthardt to convene into closed session pursuant to  
Section 19.85(1)(g),Wisconsin Statutes, to confer with legal counsel who is rendering oral or 
written legal advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the Vilas County Board of Supervisors 
with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to be involved, specifically concerning: design 
and construction of the Arbor Vitae County Highway Shop.  The Board voted unanimously to 
convene into closed session.  Closed session convened at 9:09 A.M.

Supervisor A. Bauman arrived during the Closed Session.  20 Supervisors were now in 
attendance.

OPEN SESSION 
The Board will reconvene into open session at the conclusion of the closed session. Motion by A. 
Bauman, seconded by R. Sitzberger to reconvene into open session. The Board voted 

unanimously to 
reconvene into open session.  Open session reconvened at 9:47 A.M.

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

INTRODUCE AND ACT ON ALL RESOLUTIONS WITHDRAWN FROM A 
PREVIOUS MEETING

RES. 2010-81
(SETTLEMENT OF ARBOR VITAE COUNTY HIGHWAY SHOP DISPUTE)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt.  Discussion. 14 voted aye. 6 voted no:
M. Bedish, R. De Bruyne, S. Hjemvick, L. Kukanich, D. Nielsen and F. Radtke.  Carried.

INTRODUCE AND ACT ON ALL CURRENT RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES AS 
POSTED

RES. 2010-106
 (REAPPOINTMENT OF HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER FOR TWO YEAR TERM)

Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.



3

RES. 2010-107
(CLERK’S JOURNAL ADJUSTMENT UNANTICIPATED REVENUE)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt.  Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.
    

RES. 2010-108
(PURCHASE ¾ TON PICKUP TRUCK)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt.  Discussion. Motion by R. De Bruyne, 
seconded by M. Platner to amend the resolution as follows:
Line #15  a new or used 2010 or 2011 ¾ ton 4 wheel drive pickup truck …
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  19 voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.  1 no vote: E. Teichmiller.  Carried.

RES. 2010-109
(AUTHORIZATION FOR SHERIFF TO PURCHASE 7 NEW PATROL VEHICLES IN 

2011)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by B. Egan to adopt. Discussion. Motion by L. Thorpe, 
seconded by K. Rushlow to amend the resolution as follows:
Line #18  purchase bring forward for consideration in the 2011 budget seven (7) new patrol 
vehicles …
17 voted aye on the amendment. 3 voted no: J. Behling, E. Bluthardt and D. Nielsen. 
Amendment carried.  18 voted aye on the resolution as amended.  2 no votes:  M. Bedish and J. 
Behling.
Carried.

RES. 2010-110
(OLDENBURG SPORTS PARK: INSTALLATION OF SPORTS LIGHTING OF 350’ 

FIELD; COMPLETION OF THE SOUTH FIELDS CONSTRUCTION PROJECT)
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by S. Favorite to adopt. Discussion.  Motion by E. Bluthardt, 
seconded by S. Favorite to amend the resolution as follows:
Resolution title OLDENBURG SPORTS PARK: INSTALLTION OF SPORTS LIGHTING 
OF 350’ FILED COMPLETION OF THE SOUTH FIELDS CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Lines #1 through #2   WHEREAS, the Vilas County Forestry Committee has advertised and 
accepted bids for installation of sports lighting of the 350’ field at Oldenburg Sports Park; and 
Lines # 3, #4 and #5 WHEREAS, the Forestry Committee has reviewed three bids for this 
project and recommends that the County accept the low bid submitted by Superior Electric at a 
cost of no more than $125,801.50.
Line #12  amount of $162,026.50 $36,225.00 to be placed in line item 100.57251.820 …
Line #13  purpose of completing the above two projects.
Lines #15, #16 and #17 … the Forestry Committee is authorized to accept the sports lighting of 
the 350’ field bid in the amount of not to exceed $125,801.50 for the Oldenburg Sports Park and 
to enter into a contract with Superior Electric for said project. appropriate $36,225.00 to be 
placed in the 2011 budget into expense line item 100.57251.820 – Oldenburg Sports Park, to be 
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expended to complete the seeding, fertilizing, mulching and to establish grass on the South 
Playing Fields.
Lines #18, #19, #20 and #21 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the costs of the sports lighting 
of the 350’ field and the grass establishment on the South Playing Fields, a total of $162,026.50 
be appropriated in the 2011 Budget and placed in Line Item 100.57251.820 – Oldenburg Sports 
Park for the purpose of completing the two projects.
16 voted aye on the amendment. 4 voted no: E. Bakka, M. Bedish, S. Hjemvick and D. Nielsen. 
Amendment carried. Motion by E. Teichmiller, seconded by D. Nielsen to further amend the 
resolution as follows:
Line #15 the Forestry Committee is authorized to appropriate bring forward for consideration the 
sum of $36,225.00 to be placed …
All voted aye on the amendment. Amendment carried.  17 voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.  3 voted no: A. Bauman, M. Bedish and D. Nielsen.  Carried.

RES. 2010-111
(USEPA BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT GRANT APPLICATION FOR HAZARDOUS 

SUBSTANCES AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS)
Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2010-112
(WIC GRANT FUNDS AND BUDGET AMENDMENT)

Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2010-113
(AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE THIRTEEN PATROL RIFLES AND 

ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT IN 2011)
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by D. Nielsen  to adopt. Discussion. Motion by E. Teichmiller, 
seconded by L. Thorpe to amend the resolution as follows:
Line #15 authorized to purchase bring forward for consideration in the 2011 budget thirteen …
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  All voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.  Carried.

RES. 2010-114
(HIRING ONE FULL TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT CLERK DUE TO A VACANCY)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Bakka to adopt.  S. Favorite recused himself during the 
deliberation and action regarding this resolution. Discussion. A ¾ majority vote of approval is 
required for adoption. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2010-115
(REDUCING POTENTIAL SPREAD OF ASIAN CARP THROUGHOUT THE GREAT 

LAKES BASIN)
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2010-116
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(GREATER WISCONSIN AGENCY ON AGING RESOURCES, INC., STATE 
PHARMACEUTICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 2011 GRANT FUNDS)

Motion by E. Teichmiller, seconded by M. Platner to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye.  Carried.

AMENDMENT NO. 85-233
 (HORSEHEAD LAKE REZONE – TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE, WISCONSIN)

Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion. A roll call vote found the 
following 19 members voting aye:  Emil Bakka, A. Bauman, Maynard Bedish, James Behling, 
Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Stephen Favorite, Jack Harrison,                    
Sig Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Fred Radtke,                   
Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and Charles Rayala, Jr.   
1 no vote: Mary Platner. Carried.

GENERAL CODE OF VILAS COUNTY
ORDINANCE 2010 – 8A

(CHAPTER 1, GENERAL GOVERNMENT: SECTION 1.05, HIGHWAY 
COMMISSIONER APPOINTMENTS PROCEDURE)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt. Discussion. 19 voted aye. 1 no vote:          
E. Bluthardt. Carried.

RES. 2010-117
(AMENDMENT OF STANDING RULES FOR VILAS COUNTY)

Motion by S. Favorite, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion. 18 voted aye. 2 no votes:
E. Bluthardt and E. Teichmiller. Carried.

RES. 2010-118
(PAYROLL, BENEFITS & ACCOUNTS PAYABLE COORDINATOR VACANCY)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by J. Harrison to adopt. Discussion. Motion by K. Rushlow, 
seconded by E. Bluthardt to amend the attached job description under Minimum Training and 
Experience Required as follows:
Bachelor’s degree and three or more years experience in accounting or related field. Or any 
combination of education and experience that provides equivalent knowledge, skills and abilities.
Administrative management experience is highly desirable.
12 voted aye on the amendment.  8 voted no: A. Bauman, J. Behling, R. De Bruyne, S. Favorite,     
C. Mayer, C. Rayala, R. Sitzberger and E. Teichmiller. Amendment carried.  Motion by L. 
Thorpe, seconded by K. Rushlow to further amend the resolution as follows:
Lines # 8, #9 and #10  WHEREAS, the Payroll, Benefits & Accounts Payable Coordinator 
hourly wage is $23.76 ($49,420.80 annually) and the total annual cost for benefits is $29,991.60 
(total wages and benefits $79,412.40), all of which is included in the approved 2010 Department 
Budget; and WHEREAS, the Personnel Committee recommends a salary range for this position 
as follows: $41,600.00 to $49,420.80 in annual wages ($20.00 per hour to $23.76 per hour) plus 
applicable benefits; and
Line # 17 individual for the position of Payroll, Benefits & Accounts Payable Coordinator 
position as outlined above and further set forth in the attached job description, and within the 
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following salary range: $41,600.00 to $49,420.80 in annual wages ($20.00 per hour to $23.76 per 
hour) plus applicable benefits.
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  A ¾ majority vote of approval is 
required for adoption. All voted aye on the resolution as amended.  Carried.

RES. 2010-119
(AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNSEL AND TRANSFER 

FROM GENERAL FUND FOR LEGAL FEES)
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt. Discussion. A ⅔ majority vote of 
approval is required for adoption.  All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2010-120
(2011 SOFTWARE AND CONFIGURATION PROJECT FOR INTERNET ACCESS TO 

VILAS COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS)
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2010-121
(2011 BUDGET – REDUCTION OF LABOR AND BENEFIT COSTS)

This resolution was withdrawn from consideration by the signators.

RES. 2010-122
(REPLACEMENT AND UPDATING OF BOILERS AND HVAC CONTROLS FOR THE 

COURTHOUSE AND JUSTICE CENTER)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

GENERAL CODE OF VILAS COUNTY
ORDINANCE 2010 –9A

(CHAPTER 9 PUBLIC PEACE AND ORDER)
Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by A. Bayman to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.  

APPOINTMENTS TO LAND INFORMATION COUNCIL
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by E. Bluthardt to approve the Chair’s appointments
Of Thomas Boettcher, James Mulleady and Gary Peske as members of the Land Information 
Council.  All voted aye. Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Vilas County Economic Development Corp. Director Dick Leinenkugal reported that area 
business retention and expansion and increased employment opportunities are the main focus of 
that group.  An RFP will soon be released in the search for a local provider of broadband internet 
service.  The 
Corporation’s recent formation of an Angel Network garnered state and national media attention.
S. Favorite reported that the Forestry Committee continued to move ahead with the 
environmental assessment of the tax delinquent Nagel Lumber Co. properties in Land O’ Lakes.  
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LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
S. Hjemvick felt that the continued submission of late resolutions to the County Board was 
adversly impacting the Board member’s abilities to properly consider all posible impacts and 
ramifications 
contained in each resolution in a thorough and timely manner. 

PAY PER DIEM
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by R. Sitzberger to approve payment of per diem. All voted 
aye. Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by L. Kukanich, seconded by J. Harrison to adjourn. All voted aye. Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:13 P.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman, Vilas County Clerk


