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VILAS COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS                                                 APRIL 19, 2011

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was held in the conference rooms located 
in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Vice-Chairman Stephen Favorite called the assembly to order at 9:11 A.M. 
and instructed the Clerk to read aloud and insert into the minutes the following: A public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting on the bulletin boards in the hall by the main entrance 
to the Vilas County Courthouse, Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City Hall. The Vilas 
County News-Review; the Rhinelander Daily News; the Lakeland Times; the Ironwood Daily 
Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.C.Y.E. Radio and Channel 12 TV and News of the 
North.net were notified on April 15, 2011 more than twenty-four hours prior to the meeting. The 
Clerk then requested that all present silence their cell phones and pagers for the duration of the 
meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Vice-Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL
Roll call found the following members present:  Emil Bakka, Alden Bauman, Maynard Bedish, 
James Behling, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Jack 
Harrison, Sig Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, 
Fred Radtke, Charles Rayala, Jr., Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda 
Thorpe and Stephen Favorite. The Clerk reported 21 Supervisors in attendance, constituting a 
quorum of the County Board.    

The Vice-Chairman then called for the following motions:

APPROVAL OF AN AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED IN ANY ORDER AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. Sitzberger to approve the agenda to be discussed in any 
order at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 15, 2011 REGULAR MEETING 
AND THE MARCH 21, 2011 SPECIAL MEETING
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by A. Bauman to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2011 
regular meeting and the March 21, 2011 special meeting as presented. All voted aye. Carried.

OMIT READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES BY THE COUNTY 
CLERK UNLESS REQUESTED
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by E. Bakka to omit the reading of all resolutions and ordinances 
by the Clerk, unless requested from the floor. All voted aye. Carried.
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SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACT ON ANY RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCES 
RECEIVED AFTER THE TEN DAY DEADLINE
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by R. De Bruyne to suspend the rules to act on any resolution 
or ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post. 
All voted aye. Carried.

ELECTION BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF A PERMANENT COUNTY BOARD CHAIR.  
SUBSEQUENT ELECTION BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF A PERMANENT VICE-
CHAIR AND A PERMANENT 2ND VICE-CHAIR
The Board proceeded to elect by majority vote a permanent Chairman.  The Vice-Chair called 
for nominations from the floor.

R. De Bruyne nominated Kathleen Rushlow.
A. Bauman nominated Stephen Favorite

After three additional calls by the Vice-Chair, and no further nominations being heard, the Vice-
Chair ended the call for nominations.  A secret ballot yielded the following results:

Stephen Favorite 12
Kathleen Rushlow   9

Stephen Favorite was elected Vilas County Board Chair.  He immediately tendered his 
resignation to the clerk, vacating the position of Vilas County Vice-Chair, and resumed 
leadership of the meeting as Chair.  As the election of a Board Chair created a vacancy in the 
position of Vilas County Board Vice-Chair, the Chair called for nominations to fill that vacancy.

L. Thorpe nominated James Behling
E. Bluthardt nominated Christopher Mayer 
J. Harrison nominated Kathleen Rushlow

After three additional calls by the Chair, and no further nominations being heard, the Chair 
ended the call for nominations.  A secret ballot yielded the following results:

Christopher Mayer   10
         Kathleen Rushlow    8
         James Behling                 3 

As no candidate attained the required eleven votes, a second ballot was required.  James Behling 
withdrew his name from consideration.  The Chair called for additional nominations and hearing 
none, proceeded with the second ballot.  A secret ballot yielded the following results:

          Christopher Mayer       13
                                                          Kathleen Rushlow         8

Christopher Mayer was elected Vilas County Board Vice-Chair.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances in the order as posted.
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ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

RES. 2011-41
(ADOPTION OF TENTATIVE VILAS COUNTY BOARD REDISTRICTING PLAN)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by C. Rayala to adopt.  The Chair introduced and recognized 
North Central Regional Planning Commission Senior GIS Analyst Andrew Faust, who described 
the process used to develop the tentative redistricting plan. Discussion. 20 voted aye.  1 voted no: 
E. Bluthardt.  Carried.

RES. 2011-34
(PROPOSAL TO PRIVATIZE THE CORPORATION COUNSEL OFFICE)

Prior to any action taken by the Board to place this item on the table for adoption, Corporation 
Counsel Martha Milanowski removed herself as legal advisor to the County Board, for the 
duration of all discussion and action regarding this resolution. Substitute Corporation Counsel 
Steven Garbowicz was designated to provide the Board with legal advice until all discussion and 
action on this resolution was concluded. 
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt.  The Chair introduced and recognized 
Phillips Borowski S.C. principal Dan Borowski, who explained the privatization proposal and 
answered questions from the Board. Discussion continued until 11:00 A.M., at which time the 
Chair called for a short recess.  

2011 EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARDS PRESENTATION (11:00 A.M.)
After conclusion of the recess, the Chair proceeded with the previously scheduled presentation of 
2011 Employee Recognition Awards.  Forty-one Vilas County employees were given awards in 
recognition of attaining various levels of years of service to Vilas County. 

RES. 2011-34
(PROPOSAL TO PRIVATIZE THE CORPORATION COUNSEL OFFICE)

Continued
At the 11:22 A.M. conclusion of the award presentation, the Chair resumed discussion regarding 
Res. 2011-34.  Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by C. Rayala, to postpone further consideration 
of this resolution until the next full County Board meeting.  Discussion. 13 voted aye to 
postpone.  8 voted no:  E. Bakka, M. Bedish, R. De Bruyne, J. Harrison, S. Hjemvick, D. 
Nielsen, F. Radtke and E. Teichmiller. Postponement carried. 

RES. 2011-44
(ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR GENERAL CONTRACTOR AND OWNER’S 

REPRESENTATIVE – COURTHOUSE AND JUSTICE CENTER BOILER 
REPLACEMENT AND HVAC CONTROLS UPGRADE PROJECT)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by K. Rushlow to adopt. The Chair introduced and recognized 
Kurt Berner, who in his capacity as Vilas County Owner’s Representative described the project 
and explained the bidding process. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.
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RES. 2011-45
(TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND – SUFFICIENT FUNDS FOR COURTHOUSE 

AND JUSTICE CENTER BOILER REPLACEMENT AND HVAC CONTROL 
UPGRADE PROJECT)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by E. Bluthardt to adopt. Discussion. A ⅔ majority positive vote 
is required for adoption. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-35
(FORESTRY DEPARTMENT BUDGET AMENDMENT)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by C. Rayala to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-36
(BUDGET AMENDMENT DUE TO MONEY OFFERED FROM WISCONSIN 

HEADWATERS INVASIVES PARTNERSHIP [WHIP])
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye. 
Carried.

RES. 2011-37
(ANNUAL DATCP GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION)

Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt. Discussion. Motion by K. 
Rushlow, seconded by S. Favorite to amend the resolution by striking the following language 
from lines #31 and #32 as follows:
Lines #31 and #32 BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Land and Water Conservation 
Committee is authorized to apply for this DATCP grant on an annual basis without further 
approval from the County Board.
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  All voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.
Carried.

RES. 2011-38
(CREATION OF A SUMMER LIMITED TERM EMPLOYEE POSITION FOR LAND & 

WATER CONSERVATION)
Motion by K. Rushlow, seconded by R. Sitzberger to adopt. Discussion. A ¾ majority positive 
vote is required for adoption. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-39
(RICHARD PETERSON - COMMENDATION)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by B. Egan to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-40
(HIRING ONE FULL-TIME DEPUTY SHERIFF DUE TO VACANCY)
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Motion by B. Egan, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt. Discussion. A ¾ majority positive vote is 
required for adoption. 20 voted aye. 1 no vote: C. Rayala.  Carried.

RES. 2011-42
(COMMEMORATE 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE TOWN 

OF PLUM LAKE)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by M. Platner to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.
RES. 2011-43

(SUPPORTING A REGION-WIDE COOPERATIVE EFFORT BETWEEN UNDERAGE
DRINKING  PREVENTION COALITIONS, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE MEDIA 

TO 
SUPPORT THE EVIDENCE-BASED “PARENTS WHO HOST LOST THE MOST” 
PROGRAM)
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by L. Thorpe to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried. 

RES. 2011-46
(BUDGET AMENDMENT – 2010 GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS 

ENDING BALANCE DEFICITS)
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by K. Rushlow to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-47
(UW-EXTENSION – FAMILY LIVING AGENT POSITION VACANCY)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by M. Platner to adopt.  Discussion. A ¾ majority positive vote 
is required for adoption.  All voted aye.  Carried. 

2010 DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.  REGISTER OF DEEDS
B.  COMMISSION ON AGING
Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by K. Rushlow to accept the Register of Deeds and 
Commission on Aging 2010 reports. All voted aye.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
C. Rayala reported on transportation funding issues.  Wisconsin is facing a reduction in federal 
transportation funding that will ultimately reduce transportation funding provided to counties.
J. Behling reported on progress made by the Transition Committee.  He noted that meetings 
continued to be held after working hours, which allowed county employees to attend.
E. Teichmiller reported that The Human Service Center budget was in the black with a small 
surplus.  He also reported that the ADRC Committee continued to meet and that state funding for 
the development of county ADRC’s remained in the budget.
B. Egan reported that four county Supervisors took part in the Sheriff’s Dept. ride along 
program.  He invited further participation in that program.  He also reported that the Economic 
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Development Corporation was working with four entrepreneurs interested in locating businesses 
in Vilas County. 

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
R. De Bruyne reported on the ATV forum to be held in Eagle River.  He asked the Chair to 
recognize Roger Flaherty, after which the Chair obliged.  Mr. Flaherty represents the Landover 
ATV Club.  A forum is scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2011 at the Eagle River Derby Track to 
discuss possible ATV routes using public roads and private lands.  He invited board members to 
attend.

SET TIME FOR SPECIAL MAY 2011 COUNTY BOARD MEETING – 
REDISTRICTING PLAN
The Chair announced that the need for a special May 2011 meeting was no longer necessary.

PAY MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by B. Egan, seconded by C. Rayala to approve payment of mileage and per diem. All 
voted aye. Carried. Mileage and per diem shall be paid as listed below.
E. Bakka $77.60, A. Bauman $96.47, M. Bedish $54.65, J. Behling $49.04 Bluthardt $52.10, G. 
Ciszek $83.72, R. De Bruyne $77.60, B. Egan $56.18, S. Favorite $53.12, J. Harrison $96.98, S. 
Hjemvick $66.38, L. Kukanich $52.10, C. Mayer $87.19, D. Nielsen $68.42, M. Platner $58.22, 
F. Radtke $62.30, C. Rayala $86.78, K. Rushlow $50.57, R. Sitzberger $72.50, E. Teichmiller 
$73.01, L. Thorpe $47.00.  

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by to adjourn. All voted aye. Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:55 P.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman, Vilas County Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's notations and are subject to future correction and approval by the Vilas County Board.


