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VILAS COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS                                                     JUNE 10, 2011

This meeting of the Vilas County Board of Supervisors was held in the conference rooms located 
in the Vilas County Courthouse, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI.

CALL TO ORDER
Vilas County Board Chairman Stephen Favorite called the assembly to order at 9:00 A.M. and 
instructed the Clerk to read aloud and insert into the minutes the following: A public meeting 
notice was given to the public by posting on the bulletin boards in the hall by the main entrance 
to the Vilas County Courthouse, Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City Hall. The Vilas 
County News-Review; The Northwoods  River  News; the Lakeland Times; the Ironwood Daily 
Globe; W.E.R.L. Radio; W.R.J.O. Radio; W.C.Y.E. Radio; Channel 12 TV and News of the 
North.net were notified on June 3, 2011 more than twenty-four hours prior to the meeting. The 
Clerk  requested that all present silence their cell phones and pagers for the duration of the 
meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Chairman asked all in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ROLL CALL
Roll call found the following members present:  Emil Bakka, Alden Bauman, Maynard Bedish, 
James Behling, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan,  Sig 
Hjemvick, Leon Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke, 
Charles Rayala, Jr., Kathleen Rushlow, Ralph J. Sitzberger, Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and 
Stephen Favorite. Jack Harrison was excused. The Clerk reported 20 Supervisors in attendance, 
constituting a quorum of the County Board.    

The Chairman then called for the following motions:

APPROVAL OF AN AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED IN ANY ORDER AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. Sitzberger to approve the agenda to be discussed in any 
order at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 19, 2011 REGULAR MEETING
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Bakka to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2011 
regular meeting as presented. All voted aye. Carried.

OMIT READING OF ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES BY THE COUNTY 
CLERK UNLESS REQUESTED
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. Sitzberger to omit the reading of all resolutions and 
ordinances by the Clerk, unless requested from the floor. All voted aye. Carried.
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SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACT ON ANY RESOLUTIONS OR ORDINANCES 
RECEIVED AFTER THE TEN DAY DEADLINE
Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by L. Kukanich to suspend the rules to act on any resolution or 
ordinance received after the 10 day deadline, but received in time to list to the press and post. All 
voted aye. Carried.

The Board then acted on all resolutions and ordinances in the order as posted.
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES, IN THEIR ENTIRETY, ARE ON FILE IN 
THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE.

RES. 2011-48
(CREATION OF HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGER POSITION)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by E. Bluthardt to adopt.  A ¾ majority positive vote is required 
for adoption. Discussion. Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by J. Behling to amend the title of 
the resolution by the addition of language as follows:
Creation of an Administrative Coordinator / Human Resource Manager Position
Discussion.  Motion to amend withdrawn by its maker.  Discussion.  Motion by M. Platner, 
seconded by F. Radtke to amend the title of the resolution by the addition of language as follows:
Creation of an Administrative Coordinator / Human Resource Manager Position
Discussion.  15 voted aye on the amendment. 5 voted no: E. Bakka, L. Kukanich, C. Rayala. K. 
Rushlow and R. Sitzberger.  Amendment carried.  A roll call vote on the resolution as amended  
yielded the following results. 15 voted aye: E. Bakka, A. Bauman, J. Behling, E. Bluthardt, G. 
Ciszek, B. Egan, S. Hjemvick, C. Mayer, D. Nielsen, M. Platner, C. Rayala, K. Rushlow, R. 
Sitzberger, L. Thorpe and S. Favorite.  5 voted no: M. Bedish, R. De Bruyne, L. Kukanich, F. 
Radtke and E. Teichmiller.  Carried.

RES. 2011-34
(PROPOSAL TO PRIVATIZE THE CORPORATION COUNSEL OFFICE)

Postponed 4/19/11 until the next meeting
Prior to any action taken by the Board to place this item back on the table for consideration, 
Corporation Counsel Martha Milanowski removed herself as legal advisor to the County Board, 
for the duration of all discussion and action regarding this resolution. Substitute Corporation 
Counsel Steven Garbowicz  provided the Board with legal advice until all discussion and action 
on this resolution concluded.  PhillipsBorowskiSC principals Andy Phillips and Dan Borowski 
were allowed to take part in the discussion.
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by J. Behling to place this resolution back on the table for 
adoption.  Discussion.  A roll call vote yielded the following results.  10 voted aye:  A. Bauman, 
M. Bedish, J. Behling, E. Bluthardt, G. Ciszek, C. Mayer, C. Rayala, R. Sitzberger, L. Thorpe 
and S. Favorite.  10 voted no: E. Bakka, R. De Bruyne, B. Egan, S. Hjemvick, L. Kukanich, D. 
Nielsen, M. Platner, F. Radtke, K. Rushlow and E. Teichmiller. Tie vote. Adoption failed.
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RES. 2011-49
(2011 BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN VILAS COUNTY AND THE VILAS 

COUNTY SOCIAL WORKERS ASSOCIATION, LOCAL 610)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt.  Discussion.  Motion by L. Thorpe, 
seconded by D. Nielsen to amend the resolution at Line #5 and to also amend the attached 
agreement at Article XXV as follows:
Line #5)  successor bargaining agreement with the Association for July January 1, 2011 …
Article XXV)   This Agreement shall be effective as of July January 1, 2011 …
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried. 19 voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.  1 no vote:  F. Radtke.  Carried.

RES. 2011-50
(2011 BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN VILAS COUNTY AND THE VILAS 

COUNTY COURTHOUSE EMPLOYEES LOCAL 474a, AFSCME, AFL-CIO)
Motion by S. Hjemvick, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt. Discussion. Motion by L. Thorpe, 
seconded by S. Hjemvick to amend the resolution at Line #5 and to also amend the attached 
agreement at Article XXVII as follows:
Line #5) … bargaining agreement with the Association for July January 1, 2011 …
Article XXVII)  Effective Date:  This Agreement shall remain in effect from July January 1, 
2011 …
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried. 19 voted aye on the resolution as 
amended. 1 no vote:  F. Radtke.  Carried.

RES. 2011-62
(PROPOSAL FOR ANALYSIS/ASSESSMENT OF COUNTY FINANCIAL SYSTEMS, 

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AND CURRENT SERVICES)
David Maccoux CPA, representing SchenckSC, was allowed to take part in discussion.
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by C. Mayer to adopt. Discussion. A ⅔ majority positive vote  
is required for adoption. 15 voted aye. 5 voted no: A. Bauman, D. Nielsen, F. Radtke, K. 
Rushlow and E. Teichmiller. Carried.

The Chair called for a 5-minute recess.  The meeting resumed at 11:50 A.M.

RES. 2011-51
(IMPLEMENTING COUNTY PICK-UP OF EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 

CONTIBUTIONS PURSUANT TO IRC § 414(h)(2)
Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by K. Rushlow to adopt. Discussion.  Motion by C. Mayer, 
seconded by C. Rayala to amend the resolution beginning at Line #27 by the addition and 
striking of language as follows:
Line #27) The effective date of this Resolution shall be the effective date of the Budget Repair 
Bill the date on which an employee is required to make mandatory employee contribution to 
WRS through a salary reduction, either under the provisions of a bargaining agreement providing 
for a WRS employee contribution, a resolution mandating a WRS employee contribution, or 
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pursuant to the Budget Repair Bill, whichever occurs first, and contributions to WRS made prior 
to this date will not be subject to these provisions.  
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  All voted aye on the resolution as 
amended.
Carried.

RES. 2011-52
(GRANT APPLICATION – FOCUS ON ENERGY)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. De Bruyne to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-53
(COUNTY FOREST REFORESTATION)

Motion by E. Bakka, seconded by E. Bluthardt to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

 RES. 2011-54
(OPPOSING THE INITIATIVE IN THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET THAT REMOVES 

INCOME MAINTENANCE ADMINISTRATION FROM THE COUNTIES AND 
CREATES A STATE OPERATED CENTRALIZED INCOME MAINTENANCE UNIT)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt. Discussion. Motion by E. Bluthardt, 
seconded by K. Rushlow to table further consideration of the resolution pending further 
information. All voted aye. Tabled.

RES. 2011-55
(WISCONSIN OFFICE OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE PSAP RADIO SUPPORTING 

MABAS GRANT)
Motion by B. Egan, seconded by E. Bakka to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried.

RES. 2011-56
(AUTHORIZATION FOR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TO PURCHASE ONE (1) NEW 

PATROL TRUCK)
This resolution was withdrawn from consideration by the Vice-Chair of the Highway 
Committee.

RES. 2011-57
(ST. MARY’S FOUNDATION DENTAL FUNDING)

Motion by L. Thorpe, seconded by M. Platner to adopt. Discussion. Motion by R. Sitzberger, 
seconded by K. Rushlow to amend the resolution by striking language from Line #17 and #18 as 
follows:
Line #17 and #18)  … on an annual basis. without further County Board approval, as long as no 
matching funds are required.
A roll call vote on the amendment yielded the following results.  2 voted aye:  K. Rushlow and 
R. Sitzberger.  18 vote no:  Emil Bakka, Alden Bauman, Maynard Bedish, James Behling, 
Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Gene Ciszek, Ronald De Bruyne, Bob Egan, Sig Hjemvick, Leon 
Kukanich, Christopher Mayer, Dennis Nielsen, Mary Platner, Fred Radtke, Charles Rayala, Jr., 
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Erv Teichmiller, Linda Thorpe and Stephen Favorite.  Amendment failed.  All voted aye on the 
resolution.  Carried.

RES. 2011-58
(DENTAQUEST FOUNDATION DENTAL FUNDING)

Motion by R. De Bruyne, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt. Discussion. All voted aye. Carried. 

RES. 2011-59
(HARLEY DAVIDSON FOUNDATION DENTAL FUNDING)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  19 voted aye. 1 no vote:  
R. Sitzberger. Carried.

RES. 2011-60
(2011 BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN VILAS COUNTY AND WISCONSIN 
PROFESSIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION/CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES RELATIONS 

DIVISION, LOCAL 349, VILAS COUNTY CORRECTIONS OFFICERS, 
TELECOMMUNICATORS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT CLERKS)

This resolution was withdrawn from consideration by the Chair of the Personnel Committee.

RES. 2011-61
(2011 BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN VILAS COUNTY AND THE VILAS 

COUNTY HIGHWAY/FORESTRY EMPLOYEES LOCAL 389, WPPA/LEER)
Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by M. Bedish to adopt.  Discussion. 19 voted aye. 1 no vote.  F. 
Radtke. Carried.

RES. 2011-63
(TRANSFER FROM SEGREGATED HIGHWAY FUND TO 2011 HIGHWAY BUDGET)
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. Sitzberger to adopt.  Discussion.  A ⅔ majority positive 
vote is required for adoption.  15 voted aye.  5 no votes:  J. Behling, R. De Bruyne, S. Hjemvick, 
D. Nielsen and F. Radtke.  Carried.

RES. 2011-64
(WISCONSIN LAND INFORMATION PROGRAM GRANTS-IN-AID TO LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT UNITS GRANT APPLICATION/LAND RECORDS GRANT FUNDS 
AND BUDGET AMENDMENT)

Motion by E. Bluthardt, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2011-65
(VILAS COUNTY REAL ESTATE SALES/TRADES)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by A. Bauman to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2011-66
(WITHDRAWAL OF COUNTY FOREST LAND FOR CELL TOWER)
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Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by K. Rushlow to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2011-67
(LAND-USE ON COUNTY OWNED GRADE)

Motion by S. Hjemvick, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  19 voted aye. 1 no 
vote:  R. De Bruyne. Carried.

RES. 2011-68
(AUTHORIZATION TO PARTICIPATE IN WDNR COUNTY FISH & GAME AIDS)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by D. Nielsen to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

AMENDMENT NO. 85-235
(WIRELESS COMMUNICATION ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS)

Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by R. Sitzberger to adopt. Information provided indicated that 
the ordinance amendment was improperly designated as a Zoning Ordinance amendment. 
Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by S. Favorite to change the ordinance type to properly designate 
the ordinance amendment as an amendment to the General Code of Vilas County.  The ordinance 
amendment shall be re-designated as follows:
GENERAL CODE OF VILAS COUNTY ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 2011-1A
All voted aye on the amendment.  Amendment carried.  All voted aye on the ordinance 
amendment as amended.  Carried.

RES. 2011-69
(IN RECOGNITION OF JOAN LEFEBVRE)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by E. Teichmiller to adopt. Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

RES. 2011-70
(IN RECOGNITION OF PENNY OTTE)

Motion by D. Nielsen, seconded by L. Kukanich to adopt.  Discussion.  All voted aye.  Carried.

Motion by C. Mayer, seconded by K. Rushlow to place the following tabled resolution back on 
the table for adoption.  

RES. 2011-54
(OPPOSING THE INITIATIVE IN THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET THAT REMOVES 

INCOME MAINTENANCE ADMINISTRATION FROM THE COUNTIES AND 
CREATES A STATE OPERATED CENTRALIZED INCOME MAINTENANCE UNIT)

All voted aye to place back on the table. Carried.  Discussion.  19 voted aye.  1 no vote: 
E. Bluthardt.  Adoption carried.

2010 DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Motion by R. Sitzberger, seconded by A. Bauman to accept the Highway Department 2010 
report. All voted aye.  Carried.
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CHAIRS APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM (COP).
Kate Gardner and Kristine Zelechowski to replace Charles Reevs (desceased), Greg Shiek and 
Cindy Robinsion.  Motion by A. Bauman, seconded by D. Nielsen to accept the Chair’s 
appointments.  All voted aye.  Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Bauman reported on the Wisconsin County Highway Department Association Summer 
Conference.  Attendance was good. Transportation aids are projected to increase 2% in the 
Governor’s proposed budget.
G. Ciszek reported that the Solid Waste Committee was sponsoring two hazardous waste 
collections in 2011, July 15 & 16 in Lac du Flambeau and August 5 & 6 in Eagle River.  He also 
reported that State recycling aid amounts will be reduced but not eliminated.
R. Sitzberger reported that the LTE hired by the Land & Water Conservation Department was on 
the job, working at identifying terrestrial invasive species on private lands.
E. Teichmiller reported that the ADRC Task Group has progressed to the point of being able to 
apply for State funding.  Forest, Oneida and Vilas counties and five Tribal Governments are part 
of the task group. He also reported that Human Services Board subcommittee was exploring the 
privatization of the Koinania facility in Rhinelander.
J. Behling reported that the Transition Committee continued to meet and make progress.
C. Mayer reported that the Finance & Budget Committee continued to review existing policy.  
The  status of the Budget Repair Bill (Act 10) continues to be the cause of future financial 
uncertainty.
S. Favorite reported that the Forestry, Recreation & Lands Committee continued to compile 
citizen input regarding proposed ATV use on public roads.  Due to the amount of 
correspondence, a binder is located in the County Clerk’s office to allow Supervisors access to 
all of the letters received to date. The binder is updated as more correspondence is received.

LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
S. Favorite commented on a letter signed by him and sent to Highway Commissioner Jim 
Fischer.  He thanked the Supervisors for agreeing to meet earlier in the month per the 
recommendation of labor counsel.  He also reported that the Legislative & Judicial Committee 
would examine the need for a possible increase in County Board meeting dates for 2012.  He 
closed his comments by informing the Supervisors that he has extended the advertisement period 
for a Board of Adjustment member.
E. Bluthardt spoke regarding the future hiring and election of a Highway Commissioner.  He 
encouraged the Highway and Personnel committees to open applications for this position to the 
public.
M. Platner provided some UW Extension information handouts.

FUTURE MEETING DATES
The Chair announced that the regular County Board meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 21, 
2011 was unnecessary and canceled.  He proposed and asked for consensus regarding a July 
2011 meeting date.  Most members agreed upon a Tuesday, July 19, 2011 date for the next 
County Board meeting.
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PAY MILEAGE AND PER DIEM
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by A. Bauman to approve payment of mileage and per diem. All 
voted aye. Carried. Mileage and per diem shall be paid as listed below.
E. Bakka $77.60, A. Bauman $96.47, M. Bedish $54.65, J. Behling $49.04 Bluthardt $52.10, G. 
Ciszek $83.72, R. De Bruyne $77.60, B. Egan $56.18, S. Favorite $53.12, J. Harrison $96.98, S. 
Hjemvick $66.38, L. Kukanich $52.10, C. Mayer $87.19, D. Nielsen $68.42, M. Platner $58.22, 
F. Radtke $62.30, C. Rayala $86.78, K. Rushlow $50.57, R. Sitzberger $72.50, E. Teichmiller 
$73.01, L. Thorpe $47.00.  

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by C. Rayala, seconded by L. Kukanich to adjourn. All voted aye. Carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 P.M.

Prepared and submitted by:
David R. Alleman, Vilas County Clerk

Minutes reflect the recorder's notations and are subject to future correction and approval by the Vilas County Board.


