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Call to order:
The Legislative & Judicial Committee meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M. in the 
Vilas County Courthouse conference rooms by Chris Mayer with the following committee 
members present: Jim Behling, Charles Hayes, Carolyn Ritter and Linda Thorpe. Other 
persons present at various times during this meeting: Martha Milanowski, Mary Sowinski, 
Jason Hilger, Daryl Goodreau, Sig Hjemvick, Dennis Nielsen, Ken Anderson, Tom and 
Jean Nitz and David Alleman.  Open meeting law complied with and presence of a quorum 
verified.

Approve agenda to be discussed in any order by the Chair:
Motion by L. Thorpe, 2nd by J. Behling to approve the agenda, with the agenda order 
to be presented at the Chair’s discretion. All voted aye. Carried.

Approve October 9, 2013 meeting minutes:
Motion by L. Thorpe, 2nd by C. Hayes to approve the October 9, 2013 minutes as 
presented.  All voted aye.  Carried.

Travel permission requests:
Nothing presented.

Department reports:
M. Biszek  forwarded a written report of his activities. M. Milanowski introduced Assistant 
Corporation Counsel Mary Sowinski.  Ms. Sowinski spoke about her past work 
experiences.

County – Tribal Concerns Committee amendment to Standing Rules – resolution to 
County Board:
C. Mayer summarized previous discussion by the committee concerning this subject. S. 
Hjemvick supports an increase in County-Tribal Concerns Committee size, stating that 
subsequent to restructuring, this committee is the only committee remaining intact in its 
prior form. He also stated that working relationships with the Tribe are “all encompassing 
and require greater participation by the County Board.” He characterized prior relations 
with the Tribe as not being that great, and then added that now they are very good. He 
attributed that improvement in County/Tribal relations to the County – Tribal Concerns 
Committee.  He also feels that the recent changes in committee structure will reduce 
communication between Tribal and County governments.  He added that the Tribe is also 
concerned about the reduction in County Board participation; they view broader County 
Board participation as benefiting the entire communication process. D. Nielsen stated that 
County-Tribal Concerns Committee Chair A. Bauman never supported the proposed 
reduction in committee membership.  C. Mayer read an excerpt of the minutes, recorded at 
an earlier joint Legislative & Judicial Committee – Executive, Ethics & Insurance 
Committee meeting held to deliberate the committee restructuring issue.  In those minutes, 
A. Bauman is reported as suggesting the concept of a citizen based County-Tribal Concerns 
Committee that includes one County Board member. C. Mayer added that he lives in the 
Lac du Flambeau community.  He has heard nothing of concern regarding any purported 
lack of County/Tribal communications and cooperation. L. Thorpe stated that it appears 
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that prior County/Tribal communication issues have been successfully resolved.  She 
wondered why it would require five County Board members to maintain good 
communications going forward. S. Hjemvick  countered by reiterating that the Tribe 
desires the increased County Board participation. D. Nielsen added that this is the only 
committee coming out of restructuring with fewer committee members. J. Behling cited his 
past recollections of County Board meetings, stating that he recalls very few instances in 
which County-Tribal Concerns Committee issues were presented to the Board.  C. Hayes 
stated that he finds greater value with the inclusion of other non-County Board agency 
representatives as members of the County-Tribal Concerns Committee, which he feels will 
better strengthen communications between the Tribe and the County.  C. Mayer stated that 
he opposes the resolution, but does not oppose forwarding it to the Board for further 
deliberation.  Motion by C. Ritter, 2nd by J. Behling to approve the resolution and to 
forward it to the County Board for their consideration.  3 voted aye.  2 voted no: J. 
Behling and C. Hayes.  Carried.

County Board Compensation by Salary – resolution to County Board:
The committee discussed the resolution. Motion by J. Behling, 2nd by L. Thorpe to 
approve the resolution and to forward it to the County Board for their consideration.  
All voted aye.  Carried.

Pukall Lake – Request to Approve Name – resolution to County Board:
The committee discussed the resolution. Motion by C. Hayes, 2nd by C. Ritter to approve 
the resolution and to forward it to the County Board for their consideration.  All 
voted aye.  Carried.

Amendment of Standing Rules for Vilas County – resolution to County Board:
The Clerk explained that the stated amendments were necessary to comply with statutory 
requirements. Motion by J. Behling, 2nd by C. Ritter to approve the resolution and to 
forward it to the County Board for their consideration.  All voted aye.  Carried.
  
Letters and Communications: 
L. Thorpe relayed concerns that surfaced at a recent Tourism & Publicity Committee 
meeting, regarding the recently adopted revision of the Standing Rules as they affect that 
committee. She stated that other committee members are concerned that they will not have 
input regarding any further revisions.  C. Mayer refuted that claim, stating that one of the 
historical functions of the Legislative & Judicial Committee was to gather committee and 
department input, prior to recommending changes to the Standing Rules. He instructed the 
Clerk to prepare a memo for all County Board members, inviting them to begin the process 
at the committee level of proposing necessary revisions to the Standing Rules.  C. Hayes 
inquired if any progress was made in regards to Restorative Justice issues presented last 
meeting. C. Mayer responded that he will meet with the Circuit Court Judge in regards to 
that program.

Future meeting date: 
The next regular meeting will be held at 9:00 A.M., Wednesday, December 11, 2013
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Adjournment: 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:51 A.M.

Respectfully submitted by: 
David R. Alleman
Vilas County Clerk.

Minutes reflect the recorder's notations and are subject to change and/or approval by the appropriate board or committee.


