
Vilas County Forestry, Recreation, & Land Committee 
Minutes 
4 December 2013 
 
Members Present: Ralph Sitzberger, Chair 
   Sig Hjemvick, Vice Chair 
   Leon Kukanich    
   Charles Rayala, Jr. 
   Maynard Bedish 

Others Present: Lawrence Stevens, CF, Forest Administrator 
  Constance Valkenaar, Administrative Secretary  

     John Gagnon, Assistant Forest Administrator 
     Dale Mayo, Recreation Administrator 
     Stephen Favorite, County Board Chair 
     Ken Anderson, Media; Holly Tomlanovich, Sno-Eagles 
     Allen Clemmensen, Gene Nackers (Pickleball) 
     Tom Christensen, Lanny Studdard 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Sitzberger, who advised that this 
was a public meeting and that notification of the meeting with the agenda was sent to the 
Committee members, the County Board Chairman, the Vilas County Clerk, the Vilas County 
Corporation Counsel, the Vilas County News-Review, the Lakeland Times, FYI Wisconsin, 
Radio Stations WRJO and Coyote 93.7, and the Northwoods River News.  The notice and 
agenda were also posted on the Courthouse and Forestry Department bulletin boards.  This 
notification was verified by the Forestry Department Administrative Secretary. 

1) Motion by Rayala, seconded by Bedish to approve the agenda in any order at the 
discretion of the Chair.  Motion carried unanimously. 

2) Motion by Rayala, seconded by Bedish, to approve the minutes of the 6 November 
2013 meeting as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3) Closed Session:  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala to adjourn into closed 
session pursuant to §19.85(1)g), Wis. Stats. for the purpose of conferring with legal 
counsel with respect to litigation in which the Committee is or is likely to be involved 
(Martens v. Vilas County).  Roll Call Vote: Bedish, Rayala, Favorite, Hjemvick, 
Kukanich, Sitzberger all voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 

4) Return to Open Session:   Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Kukanich, to adjourn 
closed session and return to open session.  Roll Call Vote: Bedish aye, Rayala aye, 
Favorite nay, Hjemvick aye, Kukanich aye, Sitzberger aye.  Motion carried. 

5) Action re Closed Session:  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Kukanich, to authorize 
construction of the new Hwy 155 snowmobile trail contingent upon successful 
resolution of the lawsuit and upon approval of legal counsel.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Kukanich, to authorize temporary re-
route of the Hwy 155 trail for a period of one year if deemed necessary by legal 
counsel.  Motion carried, with Bedish voting nay. 

6) Tax Deed Land Sales:  A bid was received on Parcel #12-1639-008 from Jeffrey 
Paalman in the amount of $38,659.77.   Motion by Favorite, seconded by Hjemvick, to 
accept this bid.  Motion carried unanimously.  Bid received on parcel #20-944-05 from 
Robert Munsen in the amount of $3,000.00.  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, 



to reject this bid.  Motion carried unanimously.  Place both Camp 12 parcels on Jan 
AGENDA 

7) Land Acquisition Opportunity:  Gagnon advised that he was contacted by Ron Jackson, 
property owner of SENW, Sec. 32, T.41N. – R.10E., Town of Conover, who asked if 
the County has an interest in acquiring this parcel.  The Committee reviewed a map, 
noting that the parcel is surrounded by County Forest land on three sides, has no 
structures, and has timber ready for harvest.  The Committee advised Gagnon to ask 
Jackson for a price.  This will be placed on the January agenda.   

8) Timber Sales Contracts & Forest Management:  Gagnon gave his report, a copy of 
which is attached.    

9) Northwoods Blizzard Blast:  A request has been received from a Conover group to 
allow use of the Vilas County Forest for a community event to be held Presidents Day 
weekend 2014.  Lanny Studdard of Conover presented the event plans to the 
Committee.  They are requesting use of a portion of the Pioneer Creek Game Trail 
which does not conflict with the snowmobile trail, for a Fun Run.  The Committee 
studied the map of the proposed use area.  Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, 
to allow this, after an approved land use agreement is entered into, including the 
appropriate Certificates of Insurance.  Motion carried unanimously.   

10) PMD Policy:  Gagnon advised that he received a recent request for access to a walking-
only area of the County Forest.  He issued a permit for use of a PMD between 
Rummels & Heart Lake Road.  There are new laws governing disabled access to public 
lands, and the County needs to form a policy to comply, while protecting the public 
interest in the well-being of the forest lands.   It is the desire of the Committee to 
provide access to all the public whenever feasible.  Discussion.  An inventory of all the 
forest trails needs to be done to evaluate the trails, with the input of disabled persons, to 
come up with a policy.   

11) Pickleball Court:  Gene Nackers advised the Committee that he is involved with a local 
pickleball citizen group which is attempting to find a location for a pickleball facility in 
the area. Nackers gave the Committee a brief overview of the size of a pickleball court, 
including a diagram.  Nackers wants to make sure that pickleball is mentioned in the 
new County Outdoor Recreation Plan, as a desired activity in Vilas County.  If he 
wishes to discuss a County-owned property as a possible location, he will be in contact 
with the appropriate property lessee and the Committee. 

12) Outdoor Recreation Plan Resolution:  Heider of NCWRPC has provided the Committee 
with the final draft Plan, which they reviewed and discussed.  A few minor revisions 
were discussed, and Stevens will provide Heider with these revisions.  Motion by 
Hjemvick, seconded by Bedish, to approve the final Plan with the recommended 
changes and forward the resolution to the full County Board at their January meeting.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

13) National Forest Payments:  Stevens informed the Committee that now the National 
Forest payment will be paid to School Districts with National Forest Land in their 
districts.  The payments will no longer be made to the Towns.  Towns will receive a 
payment from the State for this year and an increased P.I.L.T. payment in the future.  
Stevens explained the difference in the estimated payments: 25% estimate $54,185.00; 
SRS payment estimate $68,116.00.   Motion by Hjemvick, seconded by Rayala, for 
Vilas County to receive all of the SRS Payment (greater $).  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

14) Correspondence:  Letter received from Rogers regarding tax deed parcel to be placed 
on January agenda. 



15) Monthly Budget Summary: No problems noted. 
16) Meetings & Travel:  Motion by Bedish, seconded by Rayala, to approve Stevens & 

Gagnon attendance at WCFA Spring Meeting on 19 – 21 March 2014.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

17) Next Meeting Date:  The next regular meeting of the Forestry Committee will be 8 
January 2014, 8:30 a.m., Courthouse.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 
11:00 a.m. 
 

Minutes reflect the recorder’s (Valkenaar) notations and are subject to approval by the appropriate board or committee. 
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