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This forum, conducted by the Vilas County Board of Supervisors, was held in the Vilas County 

Courthouse conference rooms, 330 Court Street, Eagle River, WI. No business was transacted 

nor was any action taken by the board. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this County Board forum was to communicate with Cindy Polzin, the governor’s 

Senior Director of Legislative and Local Affairs, in regards to matters of mutual interest between 

Vilas County and the State of Wisconsin. Mileage and per diem payments were authorized for 

County Board members attending this forum. 

 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
Public meeting notice requirements were fulfilled by posting a notice of this forum on bulletin 
boards located in the Vilas County Courthouse, Olson Memorial Library and Eagle River City 
Hall. Notice of this forum was posted to the Vilas County Government website. All media 
outlets and members of the public requesting notification of this forum were notified on June 30, 
2014, more than twenty-four hours prior to the forum.  
 

OPENING OF THE FORUM 

County Board Chairman Ronald De Bruyne opened the forum at 9:35 A.M. and introduced Ms. 

Polzin.  The following 14 board members attended and introduced themselves: 

Ken Anderson, Mary Kim Black, Edward Bluthardt, Jr., Rocco Caffarella,  Charles Hayes, Paul 

Hennes, Arthur Kunde, William Otterpohl, Charles Rayala, Jr., Carolyn Ritter, Mark Rogacki, 

Erv Teichmiller, Vernon Wiggenhauser and Racquel Zortman-Bell. The County Clerk, several 

Department Heads and members of the public were also present.  

 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

C. Polzin opened the discussion by explaining her duties and her reasons for requesting this 

forum.  She is visiting thirteen northern counties, focusing on economic development and 

workforce development needs of the counties.  She reports directly to Governor Scott Walker 

and state legislative leadership. Ms. Polzin responded and engaged in substantive discussion with 

many of the individuals as they presented their concerns, as highlighted below. 

C. Hayes: He presented the need for countywide broadband services. The county needs enhanced 

rail transit resources to assist the local logging industry in obtaining competitive hauling rates. 

E. Bluthardt: He also spoke in regards to needed rail transit improvements. 

C. Rayala: He presented local and regional road maintenance funding needs. Spoke of the need 

to enhance rail transit opportunities. He also spoke regarding the need for countywide 

broadband. He pointed out that many state regulations were stifling local businesses. 

K. Anderson: He presented local timber industry needs and concerns. He presented the fact that 

federal forest land timber harvests are well below sustainable levels. He also expressed concern 

about recent paper mill shutdowns. He also discussed state and federal land accessibility 

problems. He urged state funding of local technical colleges. 

E. Teichmiller:  He thanked the governor for the increased funding for mental health services. He 

expressed the need for more mental health funding, describing current funding levels as “flat 

lined”. He discussed ADRC issues and the need for services for elderly persons suffering from 

dementia. He urged the establishment of Family Care services in this area.  He expressed the 

need for the governor to accept Medicaid dollars, stating that up to 1500 low-income county 

residents remain without affordable health insurance coverage. 

C. Ritter: She also expressed the need for full state funding of local technical colleges. She feels 

that the Badger Care program needs reimplementation to provide for low-income health care. 
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K. Anderson: He urged the state to consider allowing counties the option of raising county sales 

tax rates within certain limits. 

C. Rayala: He feels that state operated mental health facilities are charging exorbitant rates back 

to the counties. 

R. Caffarella: He commended the DOT on the Highway 51 corridor project. He asked the state to 

review the prevailing wage law as it affects local units of government. He also presented the 

need for countywide broadband service. 

C. Hayes: He spoke in regards to local economic development and Vilas County Economic 

Development Corporation issues.  He stated that each entity needs help with their efforts to retain 

and expand local businesses and to establish new businesses. 

P. Hennes:  He presented local lake conservation and AIS funding issues. 

Joe Fath: He presented the need for increased County-Tribal Law Enforcement Grant funding. 

He also spoke about funding needs regarding drug related crime enforcement issues. 

K. Anderson: He stated that the county jail has excess capacity.  He invited the state to house 

prisoners in Vilas County. 

Bob Egan: He presented the need for countywide broadband and wireless communication 

infrastructure improvements. The lack of broadband adversely affects business development and 

tourism efforts. Local schoolchildren need broadband available in their homes.  The Code Red 

warning system relies on good wireless phone coverage. 

Carolyn Scholl: She spoke in regards to invasive species issues confronting the county. She 

spoke about the adverse cumulative affects to lake health and water quality, due to reduced state 

funding of local conservation efforts. Current state funding focuses more on agricultural 

counties; the state needs to focus more on lake conservation programs. 

Cindy Burzinski: She spoke about the impact of tourism spending as regards the health of local 

businesses. She urged state and county leaders to provide increased funding for tourism 

marketing programs. 

Nancy Miller: She presented the success of local UW Extension and 4-H programs.  She 

reiterated the need for countywide broadband. 

M. Rogacki: He expressed the need for state funding for local economic development programs. 

R. De Bruyne:  He commended Vilas County Department Heads and staff members for their 

dedicated service and their interest in county issues. 

 

CLOSING OF THE FORUM 

Cindy Polzin thanked the assembly for their comments and discussion points.  She revealed that 

she had taken five pages of notes and that state staff members would be contacting the county in 

reply to many of issues discussed.  

The County Board forum concluded at 11:12 A.M 

 

Prepared and submitted by: 

David R. Alleman, Vilas County Clerk 

 
Minutes reflect the recorder's notations and are subject to future revision and approval by the Vilas County Board. 


