New Invasive Plants of the Midwest Fact Sheet

WATER CHESTNUT

Trapa natans

Description: Water chestnut is a rooted, floating annual
with stems that grow up to 16 feet long. Floating leaves
form in rosettes, are triangular, 1-2 inches long, waxy, and
have toothed edges. The leaf stems (petioles) have a
bladder-like swelling. Submerged leaves are feathery,
whorled, and grow up to 6 inches long. Small, white, 4-
petalled flowers give way to a nut-like fruit. Fruitis 1 inch
wide and has 4 sharp, barbed spines.
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Ecological threat: Water chestnut invades freshwater
bodies. It forms dense, floating mats that displace native
aquatic vegetation. These mats also reduce light
penetration and oxygen levels, degrading water
conditions for other aquatic life. Floating mats impede
boating, fishing, and other recreational water use. Water
chestnut spreads by seed and plant fragments. Seeds
can remain viable for up to 12 years.

Native Range: Eurasia

Current North American Range: Present throughout
New England. Water chestnut has isolated populations in
Missouri and Ontario.

Current Midwest Distribution, including Ontario  Water chestnut is prohibited in Indiana, Michigan,

|:| Not Known . Isolated Minnesota, and Wisconsin.
. For information on aquatic plant management, see
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